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To the Reader. 


Chriſtian Reader. 


m4 F wee conſider the ex- 
© ceeding excellencie of 
he whole ( reation , 
reſulting from the 
, conjoyned and combi- 
wed excellencics of the ſeverall and 
(47:05 ſpecies of creatures , the 
oſt we Can dve ws to aimirey and 
#1 that admires rhe whole, can but 
Leb/erve this one qo weiradar as moſt 
TFormarkable ? what creature it was 
[ which God the (reator wound up 
9c Worlds perfettion with ; and 

- Ur was main: HMan,who though 
&: regard of time, hee was male the 
7 of all, yet for fimilitnge , the 
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| beſt of all, he being made after 
the In age of God himſelfe, for | 
{o was the Councell and Decora! 
| of Heaven concerning hin before: i 
he was made, and [2 alſo ws f : 
FI of that Necree when 
hee w.ts made. So God gi 
man in his owne Image, ! 
the Image &f God cr eated _ I 
| him. The firſts 04205 him all the ; 
| perfettions of the reſt. the jecond Þ; 
| X per teftion f ar 04, e THe all : | 
' The fir? TIVES him the poſſcſſion Be 
{ 4nd #u'c of all this wh-6le inferionr Py 
| world. 1147 then as an houſe well 9 
| far mihed by Gel With ell other ' FP 
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5 ſublunary pertetitons, for the ca- | 
tertarment of WAN, oy to bee : | ; 
| i by bi d that 7 
Uo nanted by him : the fecond that + 
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created for man, lo pion for Ged:3 t1 
| they M4 bes h, THER: birher ef. 
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Then God upon ads 
TIT me that hc had made . law I | 
not baret 'y Þ« Num, 4s be fore, but. 
'bonum valde. 5. e. Very JOnd 14 
then al/o was 14s, 191 7 Ce 
{pc (t of all the other [ublun. 740 
as the Niamond to the Ring ; 
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natures, bat allo oliis | 
tering ana (parkding with the ra- 
giant ic of Bee ow ne, and that 4 

Enriched with hs divine, m 


Pwhich ina arcater meaſure SF 
F at the prſt was made partaker : 
4 Man then was the choiſeft plant 
F of all thar the Omnipotent hand 
4 of God 1.44 plante: 1 in that _ 


} - Op had hee zi z Contentea him 


| /c!f- with t# 


which 


Chought fit , for that preſent to | 
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$ 4c: of Goa Þ here he TAS put z 
T7 The Qencr ous ant 4 Noble Vine. | 
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the all-wiſe God had 
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| alone 4pon him, paying auely 
| his rent unte him, as hee Was 
' made well able to doe ; and 
| deing this h1mage to him, in ace 
| knowledging him to bee chiefe 
Lord of all, as it was very fit he 
thould eve done ; and bring- 
ng forth that acceptubl. fr mit 
os him, which he might have 


done ; for he had i in hin; the ſeed 


thereof : then nicht he have ſo 
continued without ary change or 
alteration of eſtate, till at the 
laft he ha1 gatherea '0 himelfe, 
and taſted the moſt delicious 
ſweerneſſe of the Fruit, not onely 
of all the other Trees { which for 
the pre/ ent was alluwcd 11m ) but 
alſo of that Tree or-wing tn the 
midft of the Garden by the Tree 
of knowledge of go: and ewill, 

even of the Tree of Life, and 
that wt in the Figure , but in 
the ſubſtance , which thing hee 
was by hope to have expebted and 


[? waited for, nll Gods time of his 
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| prepoſterouſty reaching after a (5- 


nr, ana of himſclfe ;, previpitant= 


IFZD4 his aFaires ) into a conditi- 
pn farye 


| &y his fin berrmme « burden which 


: ſe then 


4 it the (roatonr of the 
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tranſlation or removall from an 
earthly to au Heavenly Para- 
Aiſe 

| But man, fooliſh may, aſpi- 
ring higher how WAS A an 


ation above him/elfe, ſo at once, 
$oth f-Ul ſhort of what he aym'd 


"7 falling from 4n higher excel. 
Were y then he was any way WOr- 
#hy ef ( T; re. ard of {0 il! mana- 


elrp hingſelfe. e-And 


fn ow An tine you ſee him. who * 


45 once the bR of all, become 
'the very worſt of all ; aud him 
for whom once the whole Creati- 
P01 groaned ( as labouring of im. 
 perfeftion till he was made) now 


the whole (reation groaneth wn- 
| der : [ may adir, and that no 
ſuch as preſet wader 


[ 41d by pr i ing, wearueth him, 


rug 
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charged aud uri 'd out « 
' hee, who once , nnicr God hime- 
{ele (the thicte Lord ) had do- 
| FHHLEILOA OV EY all, ts now become 
| the Tt & ar Hc 4 re 4 IT lt, 27 E of all, 
41l71, { aut tie / live e of all the P67 bi 
| of God ateve but -Fich 15% or ff 
of all, the ſlave of frnne to his 
2-12 depraved and accurſcd 
Worke : "49g whom Once yout ſaw 
the choiſeſt plant of all Gods 
hand, planted by him a noble 
\inc, and wholly a right feeds 
l unto himielfe, yore now ce thre 
| ned into the degenerate plant 
| of a ſtrange Vine 4 J'ine lilv 
that the Prophet ſpeaks of, fit 
| for no uſe at all but for a fire, þ 
\- ad thus hs FYeOATES hap 11c ſe 
| before, 75 10WwP ewe hs OYCATEY 
| miſcry, the higher per fettion of 
| that cond! tion betag bitt the 
{ lower defettion of this. aid the 
| greater excellency of i bs one, but 
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other : inalmuch a s from the 
tugher pinacle that os fed (you 
know } by [o much the greater the 
hurt and danger that doth en- 
{zee, 

B ut 
gareat, as 
aa 26.” 3 * eAnd 15 man, 
this had loſt lumſclte, quite loſt 


RE 


15 tas miſery then [0 
at its paſt all care 
who 


utterly remedileſſe in his miſery, 
for any ring at all that hee can 
7 or God, 
not willing to loſe the Aaſto- 
Pere of all hs Workers, pres that 
I; Pe cho: [eſt plz} At 1 mbD1ch hand 
bad planted, [ould (0 Y ary, 
then firdes out a way to [ave him, 
who by '4 {, {t Lit {elte : ard to 
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repleiat him, who by SAL Dad 


beene (o ſupplanted: to whicl: PF 
poſe rncrefore, hee canfeth a root 
ot Jelle ro pur forth, and to | 
grow up before him as a tender 
plant, and as a rout cut © 'f a | 


dry 
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nal $pon him, paying Auely 
' bus rent unto um, as hee Was 
' made well able to doe ; and 

deing thus h:-mage to him, in Ac 
| brow: dging "4M to bee chiefe 
Lord of all, as it was very fit he 
thould have done ; ana bring- 
ing forth that arrepts bl trait 
wato hn, which he might have 
done ; for he had in hin; the ſeed 
thereof : then nicht he have ſo 
continued without any change or 
alteration of eſtate, till at the 
laft he ha1 gatherea ro himſelfe, 
and taſtes the moſt aclicions 
ſweerneſſe of the Fruit, not onely 
of all the other Trees ( which for 
the preſent was alluwc d im ) but 
alſo of that Tree or-wing in the 
midſt of the Garden by the Tree 
of knowledge of gerd and evill, 
even of the Tree of Life, ad 
that nt in the Figure , brit un 
the ſubſtance , which thing hee 
| was by hope to have exprtted and 
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| ging his afaires ) into a Conditi- 


_ once "oh bf of all, leroms 


| / T: ahi n ſuch as preſet wander 


to the Reader, 
tranſlation or removall from an 
earthly to an Heavenly Para- 
arſe 

| But man, fooliſh man, a(pi- 
| 711g higher 8 oi N45 —_ and 


aition above him{/elfe, ſo at once, 
Soth f-ll ſhort of what he aym'd 
at, ana of him. lfe ; s previphtants 
ty e” dling from 43 bicher excel. 


| thy ef (in reg: ard of jo 1 mana- 


0n farre belrw him(elfe. eAnd 
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the very worſt of all ; pay him 
for whom once the whole Creati- 
'on groaned ( as labouring of im. 
perfeftion till he was made) now 
by his fin b-r1me « burden which 
= wh ole (Creation groaneth wn- 


: [ may addr, and that no 


lenc y then he was __ Way WOr- | 


[n 9w AT ine you ſee him. who * 
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of all, the ſt, {Ee of 


; that tht Prophe Of {pea og of, fit 
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im . 4 1161 CICE YOU ſaw Co, 
; tenant po all, now you ſee diſe 
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tra ont of all; 
* lice, win once , mwnidcr God him 
| ſelf 4 ' the (/ it 7e Lora } had do- 
| munlen over all, is now become 


' / 
' the OC es flave of ail, 


ant net the fee2? re of all thy 267 ks 
6! God alone. bs: 'F Lt Fr 1s worſt 
£ ſinne to his 
C1120 de a 'fc | F407 1 accu ca 
worke : him, whom once you {aw 
the choileſt plant of all Gods 
hand, planted by him a noble 
\ inc, 2nd wholly a right feeds 
unto himielfe, yort now ſee this 
ned 1nto the degenerate plant 
of a ſtrange Vine z a Þ 11e {tl 


for no uſe at all but f Yr A fire, 
»And thus hzs Frearer bappine ſſe 


mſcry, the h:gher [og rfeci {ton of 
that RAY 3 rg betag but the 


greater excellenty of of the one, but 
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the greater aggravarion of the 
ether : inaſmuch as from the 
hight Or Pina [z rhat wee fall (you 
lrow ) by ſo much the greater the 
art and danger that doth en- 
/zee, 

But 1s the miſcry then {0 
lat its paſt all care 
a, eAnd 1s man, who 
:191t5 yad loſt lnmſdfe, quite loſt 
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aoe to pelpe | ":m{elfe CE Goa, 


nor williag to loſe the Alaſto - 


Cc 
F: eve of all }; WA wet and that 
the cho. left pl, nt which his hand 
ba {planted I [L enld] iv 111 { ATT? : 
oi ; 

the A fiN.AGS OHTI AWAY to [att 1.47, 
V hn {1.7 {. {f kJ::m:tclte : az; A to 
reopleinct him. 
[ ; . ] >, - . 
DLC; 16 {0} f applanged ET end 
P6 /+ therefore, hos © 474, /erha IOGT 
of Jet ſe to put forth, and to 
grow up betorc him as a tender 
plant, and as a rout cut of 1 
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| generated , might be ingraffed , 
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The Epiſtle 


| dry ground ; tro which ſtock 
or good Ole Tree, man ſo dee 


| and ſo recover his former noble- 
| neſſe and generoſity : his former 
| noblenefſe aid [ [ay ? nay doubr- 
| leſſe I may be 15 ſay, that at 
God, to the effetting of this for 
man, ſhewed greater wiledome 
and mercy, then hee be fore had 
done power and gooaneſſe 1n m4- 
king of him ; /o that it beirs 
once effetted, nee hath much bet- 


tered his condition, and ratled it 
to an higher excellency then br - 
. for thonch man 19 his fir {t | 
eſt. _ halin bim!: [fe a principle) 
T5 fe, ant by that a feed of tru 
n{werable To hi £1 pre {er; FF C 4G; 1; | 
fa the "M1, yet fouas that it was 
n holly n h15 OWE hi -pirg 5 like 
to a plant that growes por! its 
own” bottome; yer now rs Lite e/c 
tn Mmſelfe, as that it 15 more in 
another even in Coriſt from 
Who (7) vertue of unton with 


|} fore 


h ; mn ) : bl . 


| Y To the Reader. | 'Y 


—— 


him ) 44 from a root or fountaine 
hee receives v4vificall power and 
24g"tr Continually to produce all 
/t T_— and ling ations, and 
to bring forth the fruzrs of Subs 
nefſe untoeternall life : even as 
the branch that lives not of it 
[clfe, but hath all lively ſap and 
moiſture both unto life and fruts- 
tulneſſe, from the root or ſtocke | 
en which it growes : and ſo 25 
17 eftate in Chriſt the ſecond 
Adam, farre more ſecure and 
0197 10MS rhew's ver it could have 
beone in the firſt - beſides heretn 
's the excelicncy of man in this 
condition, even above the eAn- 
gels heats lves, in that ( briſt 
7 'y aſſuming fe Nature , hath 
thercly advanced it above theirs, | Heb.z 16, 
which hee never tooke upon him ; 

in which reſpett, man 1 now 

higher then thafe glr rious anda 

De” ſtiall (re attres, who at thay?” 
fi: ſt was made inferiour to them, | © 
though but a little lower then P'# 


they. 


_ 


| rzons , if you COM PAY E them of 
| min in Adam betore his fall, as 


eee ee nemo tenet eee 
The Epiſtle 
they. So that looke what diff 
rence there ſometimes was be- 
twixt the firft Temple and the 
ſecond ; the wery like may you 
[ee here betwixre thele two cond; = 


hee 1.15 thenby Cre ation. and of 
4 3 fence # 145 fall as hee 15 now by 


Regener, ttton:; OCrely there the 


former houſe, {i4 t KATY SY, 411in 2 W LEY | 
and ihat [c ew 81 the ancient 
men of the Prictis and Levites. 
which had tccne the tiitt, when | 
they allo ſaw the lait, could. 
not but wecpe with a low 
VOyce 29 vehold the ctfforence ; 
but here now the later EENACTEOY: 
4 Xceeas ths former ant oemuch th Ut | 
twey w/,0 frall once {tve [0 [ce 
and 's xperumentally ro know bo 


EXCOUENCY of this above that , 
Cannot os 7ejoyce with Ts 
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en. @ now { Chrittian Rea» 
cer) ould I keore paſſe over 11 
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7 ſilence the free more exceeding 


and tranſcendent excellency 
which 1s in ( hriſt (the fountaine 
of all rhat in the Saints excells 13 
£oodneſſe) T might ſeeme to ob- 
F7; tre What all th 15 While I] have 


ndevoured to Ohoave * for if 


therr gn in this renewed 
eſtat te be not from tim, then 31s it 
ro! hs great an excelicniy as 1 
have ſaid: But if it be derived 
all from him ( «5 indeca ut 1s }then 
(ha {i 'Txcr: her £80E him that ho- 
nour, which is ht» due by being jt- 
{ent 123 [1C/) a Caſe , nor doe thee 
that raght I ſhould, woo by be= 
helg ung of k l5 veanty, maſt pere 
[avs be enimonred With it, and 
/9 the rathitr be brounnt ro fail in 
love With him, in Whom other- 
Wie thou myſt ſee no forme 
nor comdinctle nor any 4; 


4-//c that thou thouldſt deiire 


him. E, Fell rn th refore : 

Is there nothing that then 
canſ? behold in Chriſt more ami. 
/ 
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able and lovely, then in the 'F 


World ? Is ut nothing that While 
the World 1s a lumpe of vanity 
and meere vacuity, yet that in 


him all fulneſſe dwels? fulneſe 


in other things hath an attra- 
thve and invitatory vertue : the 
full garners 4rew Jacobs ſonnes 
aowne siro Egypt ; plenitude 


of wiſdome, th- Queene of She-|\ 


ba to K mg Salomon : and Why 


aoſt thou cover the World, but 
from a delight de pleno tollere 
acervo, to take of a fell heape ? 
But als ! all this is emprin-ſſe 
to the fulneſſe of Chriſt who hath 
tr anſcendently in him, all that 
this Worl affords. One little 
picce of pold is fuller of worth 


then mauy of filver, and one lit- 
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tle Diamond thera an heape of 


gold , all the petty perfettions 


| [Cattered abroad in the creatures, 
' Are 1 him Hnited : that great 
| volume of excellencies ſpread up 


and downe through Heaven and 


Earn 
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Earth is in him epitomiz?d : be» 
fides that falſe of Grace, of 
which the World hath not a dram. 


The World, at the fulleſt, 1 but 
| ap Ocean which us leſſened by lo» 
 fing the leaſt drop; but Chriſt 


| hrs fulneſſe, & the fulneſſe of fii 4<e, 


which 2s not one jot dinuiniſhed , 
though it gives light fo @ them 


'\ (and Torches. T he continuall ef- 


fluences of vertue ont of him, and | 


in fl, ONCES of the [c ap of hu quiCk= 


beu tring branches (though infi- 
nite 11 ; number | ) that draw from 
l. um1yts ot the leaſt evacuation at 
all units him 

1s it nothing, that while the 
creature doth allure us from God, 
217 own” guilty conſciences, a 
the dreadtuln ſſe of hu g1nr100 
Majeſty ArterrC Hs ; Chriſt only 
dramwes mw to him ( Who 1, the 


chiefe(t and onely good, } ) {o that 
thruugh him alone we have 
accelic unto the Father ? God 
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15 a Sunne,the reſplendent beames 
of Whoſe Aajeſty, fo glorioms an 
ob; et, Would overcharge » and 
even quite put out thoſe preſum- 
pruos eyes, that ſhould dare to 
loghe "Pp to him, -unleſſe overcaſt 
With the (loud of Chriſt A {cs 
d:atour, God is 4a Conſunung 
fire, ana mort all Were it for us 
mortalls, to come ncere ut \* thout 
the in rerpoſed i Skreene of Chriſt 
ts Mediation. Firſt mnſt \vee 
Come to tre manger of Chr its 
Dumanaity, before We can have 4/7} 
arceſſe with bol incſſe to rhe 
T h1rone of divine May: [ty. 

Is tit trot wile » the 
Wor! ' i our greateſt extgents, 
[HS Out At diverce, and thea d:- 
/erts 14, yet that Cheſt ts Cone 


notre, 
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| frount 1j1 j; " love, having O7HICE ['y* 


ed bim/elfe to us With the knot of 


| CO ju ga affe tH409 , o hich with 


him is nd; ſTolz ble ? (brit is 
ur busband : «And heace, how 


mAGY pretions rriviledges 61th 
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rothe e Reader T. 


- YO 1to mus * [; FE UXO [js NON 
Fintendicur What then hath the 
duw exacting obedrence ute lifh 
; To Age With Chriftia 4 Apaineg 

IMulier fulget ape mariti 
TThe Husband tommunicates all 
355 Tt hee hath ginto his wife ; anda 
Fewen ſuch a communruy of grace 
4s there betwixt Chriſt and truc 
ibe leevers;, Chriſt hs graces and 
f! beleewers differi 11g onely {ecun- 
{dum gradum, 7. e. 1» reſpett of 

weaſrre or degree ; but not at all 
ſccundum (peciem, 7. e, in kinde 
4 or quality, in Yohich reſpelt they 
Ire the fa 1710. 
| Beſides all Which, are all the 
] Ee benefits of our myſt icall 1/Nt- 
Wy With Chriſt, nothing * ?* Hence 
4 i} hiritwall life - Hence conformity |, 
Fw 7 Chriſt our head , a triple 
| conformity, in nature, m minde. 
Þ#-: conver{arion : Hence fruttifi- 
C171 097 {gr the preſent : : He "NCC 
Eper/everance for the future, even 
{po che end : Hence glorification 
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alſo in the end, yea, andtherein| } 
anmiſſion of our bodies as well a 
ſoulrs into eternall glory ar the 
laſt. eArd is all this to bee ace 
counted nothing. j- 
Many, as many are the EX tof 
cellencics ro be found in Chrift,, Pan 
and to bee recerved from him,| Þ 
which ( beſides theſe that T have 
mentioned ) ] might inſtance m,| | 
and lo lead thee full on forward 
in this Way, even till 1 ſhould, as 
1914 maze or labyrinth, loſe both 
my felfe and thee, in the contem- 
Plarion of them; Rut b:caw'c t1 
had much rathey , that thoy 
ſhouldſt be agus #n Chrift, then|_ 
loft tin the contemplation of 
Chriſt, and becauſe my hearty | 4* 
d fir-us for thee,thar th # ſhouldjt | F* 
be more a reall Chriſtian, ande-| 
ſtated in him , thea contempla« 
tive, and alwayes onely nsdsta- 
ting of him 5, as an excellent 
mens therefere among ft many | F- 
others, to help thee in, and guide \ | 
thee 4 £1 


an tt. 
y_ 


tothe Reader. 


— 


Þ and rooting 1” Chriſt 1 
Fran nw forbeare no longer, to 
pcommend unto thy perwuſall this 


| of Brachyoraphicall fragments, 
| [herd incoh-rent ſcraps , jumbled 
progerher by ſome pragmaticall 
per-mar ; but a worke (upon my 
{Eerratne knowledge ) perfettly fi- 
uſhed, and that purpolcly f'r the 
* reſſe, by the learned and moſt 
Ppdiciows Pen of my Moſt deare 
w:4 lare deceaſed Father, and 
then intended by bir to hare been 
wnrexed, 4. an Appendix to tha: 
ft Worke of his, which hims'« lf 
publiſhed b- fore his death, ente- 
Stulcd, A worthy Communi- 
$cant,Or a Treatiie ſhewing the 
Feue order of receiving the Sa- 
|crament, &c, and thu a Treoa- 
: a/c, mtituled, The Right Re- 
F teiving of, and Ro.ting in 
Chriſt ; the very Title which he 
] ims/c ife aid pwet wpon #t wh:;le he 
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lived, Which fore-named T rea- 
tile | (riſtian Reader ) With all bs 
lit Former Workes by } im 2 
ſelfe prebliſhed( thar gra CIOHS Ate © i 
CEPe tee WW Mich they CEL und 
from thee, ana the duty and h- 
nonr [ ſtill doe. and ſhall ever owe [ _ 


as. I 
Y ht: 
Te Rd i cogecs oy ” Vo & 


ro hows? 1m 1de mee thus farre to 
A ay my ſclfe, as to a+ eature | 
( though bat a bungler at it ) rol 
afford my. obſterricatory £0 
Fa to this Poſthumns Infant,| Þ, 


Ts; 
rather then it ſhould alwayes tye| } W 
gaſping in the Preſſe , ready to S./ 


perifh for want of hel 7h 
To ſpeake any tmng 1 the | 
commenAations of thrs Worke, us | | 
owne mouth denyes me, and 4, 
the rather needleſſe, in that Ix 
have now [0 farre aſſur*d thee of | 
its Pa > Who himſelfe had|s 
612145 fineſht it | tr ty uſe, as thou |! 3 
now recer "ft it. 6. 
T o ſpeake much of the Author, 2 
modeſty and my neere rclation to\ 
him, will nt admit of, and to * 


ſay y 5% | 


45 To the R eader, 

To is CITE EO SE : 
-Þ} } re | 
14 ay MOEN 17 + 4 f him, PR F rr, | 

'F e-ÞF1 th the leave ot 410 1 /7 'v | 
- | 


Wo: W.ll I ſpeake thus  1ch only 
4 "FEW! no more 1 
Mnke I (iy tro much. [vill leave 
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P i / * ' WL, 
| i new. um, and ! barges Ot. 
be Sword af the Spirit 11.1: 


red $1 


2 hard: a two-e-lo 

| gOHre C7 OT y WAY * not like Sauls, 
bat ont of the leave 21d wor of 
; &:he people and C: trell, and (bared 


: Avpag. md the f. FIC] 'f "W- 4 « 


[ 3? / 1s 


ord W/;; h | 
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'þ but | 


1 , 
A %y © | 
p 1=8 : 
| T ike the P/. miſts Sword, Which | 
123 
fi L iÞ wed none. Yeat (0, as that ale 
(| 


| J 
JH ſons, were the abjetts If hes þ 


\& reſt rhunder-bolts. 

| { W317 here paſſe by Þie rare ac- 
4 compli}! ments with all Mniſte= 
4 rial abilitics, as better knowne, 
| 2 then that F wee d to mention them. 
£ q Alli pleni, & non Joqumntur , 
J hb! non pleni, loquunutur : Alii | 
mu] - 
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wultiſcii, & muci ; hi ignarl,\s 

& ionori. How hee Was every 
way free from both theſe Mini ; 
ſteriall drfefts, thou Who knew't2 

him not un the Pulpit, reade him | 
bh the Preſſe, and judge, ' 2 im 
| Forks indefarigabilitio 1 7 hu 

| [aboxrs, and all for other me ue-| 
 ternall profit, more then h1s owne | 
private and Worlly benefit, bee | 
i Was one of Saint Chryſottomesil wh 
Bees, Glorioliſſinum animal,\ 4 
not becauſe it labuurs, but be-\\K 
cauſe its labour is to others pro | | 
firable, 2 

And for his inoffenſive wife i 
who knowes not that he was none\ For, 
of thoſe ſlimy Lizards, Who W ipe | 1 17, 
out the wholeſome Print of their | 7 
Dot#trine, With the filthy rayle of i 
their ſcandalous prattiſes, 

But here now, though Mode 
ſty did not, yer the Father Would 
take me off . Who tells mee, now 
God hatn taken the Arke of hu |7 . 
| bleſſed joule ont of the moveable 

earthly 
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OT an hey 
I Q W* 
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Wong 
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"WE 
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To the Reader. 


-thiy T abernacle of hx bady, 
d placed it in the fix:d Te _ 


Þ 4 pf ccleſtiall bliſſe, Imitationem 


ro 7 rumper forth hy rg ana 


| 7 Edarions ; but totake up both the 
Ji: /& rumper and Lampe Which hee 


uzrit,znon laudes, that my hb ##; 
Ke mmendarion will be tm'tation, 


While hee lived, God honoured 
bim to be one of Gideons Sou!l-| 


1 ers, Who carried both a Trum- | 


per anda Lampe ; the Trumpet | 
pf} 15 Miniſtery he ler fall, ana | 
'Þxhe light of his a ewe Ill: ft | 
Eben God cracked a'under hi. | 
; earthen Pucher, The greates 
onour I can now doe him, ts not 


ake 4 laze With hu commer= 


aid downe, in an holy 1mitation 


Wtrine, and piety of 5 -aftile ; and 
BE: this caſe 1 am (urs, \v hat dut y 
commands megthar Modeſty Will 

L107 forbid, 
And thus, that God Wnuld not 
py beſtow the mantl:, but dow- 
_ble! e 
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4 of him, both in ſon dc ſſe of Dos 
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| ble the ſpirit of th1s deceaſed m : ; 


! ah, por h: 's ar r'17 17 r poſterity, F 
bee it thy daily Petirion @ th 
| Throne of Grace ; and to requitthip 


thre, that God Wonld redouble ii 
| Y 4 

| 61-/71::7 of his ſervants Labour: 
10 thy P1045 endeaours Fall 7 


RF | 
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Þ 1t 15 the duty of every one 

$/4t will bee a Chriſtian, to 

Fyeceive Chriſt, fol. 9. 

+ Cha%lk 

# Tenorance of the worth of 

RC'rit, keepes men from re- 
Eeiving him, fol. 16. 


Cuan. 1H 


The ereat benefit that 
omes. by the Recerving of 
Cbrift. _ 231 
Co mn FR Cniv. 
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The zreat danzer of rot 
| | BECETPFRG Ebriſt.. £14870 
| 


Cu A Po V. 


| 


Hindrances tobe reoWwed 
by fach as wontd Recorve 
Chriſt, cr. FY 


C74 a Ps VI. 


The love of our luft's, 
hindrance from rccei «bog 
Chrift, 65 


Cunav. VIT. | 


Fi ſe and groundles feares 
A Ls to the Recei- 
ving of Chriſt, DT: 7.) 
| 


Cuar 


ied 


As WY 


The Contenes, | 


Cuar, V 415. 


| The Pofitrve Duty which 
| | muſt be performed of all that 
 w:ll receive Chriſt, 84 


| 


- 
| | Cuk* IX, 


\ How to know whether wee 
| bavercierved Chriſt aright. | 
+ 1-5 1 
CHAD. X. | 
| 1 hofoever they are that 
' have tnde edreicervel ' Chy; tl 
they 40e walke, MH 1M, 'EL 


—————— 


" the H A Po X b 
Trialls of Aens Receiuvin 


of Chriſt. 14 


Cukind X11 
FtisaChriſtiaus Datyto 
waike in Chriſt. x55! 


CnarP. 


OR En I SOIC 


"The Contents. | 


L 


Cuaye. XIII. 


It is not enough for a Chri- 
ſtian to profeſſe , and beare 
the Name of Chriſt, but het 
muſt be Rooted in him. 165 


Cuavr. XIHI). | 


What is to be done that we 
my zet our ſelves Rooted in 
Cbriſt. | 19k 


CHAP.XN; 


How to know whether we be 
Rooted in Chriſt or not. 211 
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ED 7 
AND ROO TING j 


7 
CHRIST. 


COLLOS. 2.6, 7. 

cAs yee have there for 
received the Loyd 
Chriſt, fo walke ye i om. i; 
Rooted in him. 


= Chapter, verſ, 
Mz 23. the Apo- 
Jew tle centred up.” = 
on an n exhortation ro per EY 


E X Bak. 42 Rc 
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Right Receiving 


this Chapter he continues 

that exhortation , Jaying 

downe more reaſons , and 
removing objections. 

He layes downe reaſons 

to preſſe them ; And they 

are ſpecially rwo. 

{r..The firſs taken from 
his owne care that he 
had for their, and 0- 
thers good. ver. I. 2. 

2. The ſecond taken from 
the certainety , ſubli- 
mity , and perfecti- 

| on of the Goſpel. ver, 

Le 3. 


What needes all this adoe. 
with us ? might the Col- 
loſsians lay. Anſwer. I 
would have youconſtrue 


the firſt ſeven verſes of | 


He removes 06bjedons. | 


| 


it] 


_ — " 
— 


ye 


2 


of Canisr, 


—} 


it to bee done outof a lo. 
ving feare, and Iealouſy 


leaſt any ſhould ſeduce, : 


and wrong you, verſe 4.1 


' but is not this an unchari- 


table ſuſpition in you,thus 
haſtily roſurmiſerthe worſt 
by us might they reply. 
Anſw, No ſuch matter,fox 
I doe with great joy be- 
hold and acknowledge 


you would have us doe ? 
Anſw. Since my careis ſo 
great for you, Since the 


Goſpel is ſocertaine, ſub- 
| lime and perfeR,therefore 


'T would have you, That| 


45 you have received Chriſt, 
ſo yee would walke on in 
B 2 


that great good that is in, | 
and amongſt you. verſe 5. 
Well then, what 1s it that, 


him, j 


—— 


— 


Right Receiving "I 


bigs, &c. In which words 
hee exhorterh them unto 
twothings. 
i. To walke in Chriff, 
* Tg bee rooted in him, 
Toa going on in the pro- 
fefsion of "Chriſt, and to 
2 ſtability, and teadfaſt- 
neſfe cherein. 

Hee firſt exhorts to 2 
walking in Chriſt. Tothis |: 
hee urges them by thar 
they had already done. As 
ge have received Chrift Fe- 
ſas the Lord, As if hee had 
ſaid, ye have begunne wel, | 
yee have received Chriſt 
the Lord, and ye profeſfe 
ye have received him now 
then as yee have beoun, 
ſo goe on, and to your re- 
ceiving of "Chriſt, adde 

| your 


_—_—__ 


of Cunisr. 


your going on, and wal- 
king in him ; from which 
' argument of the Apoſtle 
we may take this leflon by 
the way. 
| That good brginnines are 
 qnengazement to good pro- 
 ceedings. Receiving Chriſt 
| is an engagement and-an 
obligation to walking in 
him, Ph:l. 4.9. Thoſe thines 
that) nee have both learned, 
and recerved,and heard, and 
ſeene in me, ave. Thus you 
have learned, and recei- 
ved, therefore doe thus. 
| Apoc. 3-3. Remember there- 
| fore how hw haſt rereived, 
| axdheard, and hold feſt and 
Repent. It is this ground 


char edges thoſe ſharpeire- 


proofes, we 3a'3« :Mf6 Je | 


> 
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| Right Receiving 


ſo fooliſh ? Having begunne 
inthe Spifit,are ye now made 
perfett by the fleſh & Gal. 5. 
7.Te did runze well, who did 
hinder you that you ſhould no 
obey the truth ? ' And this is 
the reaſon why they that 
have begun well, & yetgo 
not on,thal receive a ſmar- 
{ ter puniſhment rhen ſuch, 
{| as never made any ſuch be- 
ginning atall, becauſe they 
had a greater tye and en- 
gagement then others. to 
be godly,&religious.Therr 
latter end is worſe then their 
beginning, 2 Pet.2.20.,And 
why ſo ; becauſe there be- 
ginnings were better then 
other mens. They began 
to build, they beganne to 
{ looke towards Chriſt and 

: ; Heaven 


of Con Vow, 


Heaven,, theſe beginnings 
engaged them tro a further 
progreſle, & becauſe ſuch 
engagement, notwithſtan- 
ding they brake off, there- 
fore have they made their 
account the heavier. 

Lex it teach us therefore 
if once-wee have given up 
our names to Chriſt to goe 
on, and hold on. A giving 
up the name to Chriſt, and 
a beginning to profeſle re- 
ligion it is: a ſubſcribing 
with the hand ro the 
Lord. Fſai. 44.5. Ir isa 
ſaying, F 4m the Lords, 
Now when we have once 
ſaid we are the Lords, and 
have ſubſcribed toit, let 
us alſo have a care roſfay, 
we will be the Lords, and 


a - ro 


+ ok, 
wes > 
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to ſtand to,and make good 
our ſubſcription. But if 
' ohce wee have iubſeribed 
with our hand, & after our 
ſubſcription be found Re- 
volcers, God will bring in 
our owh hands againſt us. 
' The eritrahce upon pro- 
| feſsioti of Chriſts Narne is 

ſubſcription 5 Subſcripti- 
on is an obligation: to, 
God. Anobligation for- 
feyted makes a man lyable 
to the penalty. This by 
the way. Before Icome 
rothe thing preſſed I will | 
| take the words in order as | | 
they lye, and begin firſt 
with that ground upon 
which hee preſſes them to 
that duty. As ye havere- 
ceived leſs Chriſt tht Lord, 
In| : 


PA * 
v% 
- » Y 


| 


{ ved Chriſt, they profeſſed 


| 


of Cunra te | 


In which words heo: im- 
plyes that they had Reerh 


they had received . him, 

and he takes it for granted, 
as 2 groutd upon which 

he will workethem on fur- 

ther ; from what theſe 
Colloſsians did; - Learne 

WV hat is every mans duty to 

doe, that meanes to bee 4 vue 

Chriſtian indeed. 


Cuavy. I. 


It is the Duty of every one 
that will be aChriſtian to- 
receive Chrift, 


Man is never a Chri- 
ſtian indeed tillthisbe 


B5 done. 
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Right Receiving. 


{ done: '' The Lord Iefas 
{ Chriſt isto be received of 
us. God he offers Chriſt 
ro us, he tenders him in the 
Goſpel, and as-it is Go 
mercy to offer him: Sort is 
our duty, and fhould bee | 
| our wiſedome to- receive 
| him ; for thar is the end of 
all Gods offers. He doth 
not offer him only-to ſhew 
that there is a Chriſt, or 
what kinde of Chriſt hee 
is, hee doth not offer him | | 
to bee ſeene, and ſhewed, 
but God offers him to this. 
end, that he might bee re- 
ceived. And therefore] | 
when God ſends his Mi- 
niſters co preach Chriſt, j 
and to offer him unto peo- 
ple in their miniſtry hee 
ſ peakes. 


| 


4 


of Cuni3r:. 


ſpeakes of Chriſt in. this 
caſe, as Paul [peakes to the 
Philipians of Epaphraditus, 
Philip. 2.29. Receive him 
with all eladneſſe, and holde 
him in reputation, And as 
God offers Chriſt to bee 
received, ſo hee himſelfe 
alſo is willing to be recei- 
ved, Wee know what the 
Phariſces quarrell . was 
with him, Luke 15.2. This 
man receives ſinners, And it 
was true hee did ſo. But 
why did heſo ? Surely ro 
let finners ſee how wil. 
ling he is thatthey ſhould 
reccive him. His Recei- 
ving of {inners.was but to 
invite thEto the Receiving 
of him. Yea theerrand he 


ſends his Miniſters upon is 
but 


| 


Mt. 


| | 


hen 


Right Reteiving 


but to perſwade men to| 
receive him. Hee fetkes to 
be received, Cart. 5. 2. 0+ 
pen unto mee my fiſker, my 
tove,evt. As if he had ſaid, 
loe here I am, 1 offer my 
(elfe unto thee, I ſue and 
| ſeeke unto thee to bee re- 
ceived and entertained. 
Yea hee complaines of it, 
{ and takes it i]1l whenmen 
| Receive him nor, 7ohy. 5. 
43. F camein my Fathers 
Name, and ye received mee 
not. Now it Chriſt were 
not willing, and deſirous 
to bee received, he would | 
not complaine of it, and | 
take it as an unkindneſle 
not to be received. Wee 
ought in their kinde to 

reccive godly men, 3 Fob 


| to receive Chriſt himſelf. 


a 


of CHAISr. 


8. Wee therefore ought tors 
cerve ſuch, And if wee 
ought to receive. ſuch, 
then much more ought we 


As then wee would 
proove our ſelves true 
Chriſtians indeed ſo be we 
torward, and ready to re- 


| | ceive Chriſt offered unto | 
us. We ſhould doe in this } 


| 


cale as Zacheas did in that 
Luk.19. 5.6. Zachens (aies 
Chriſt, Make haſt, and come 
downe for to day I muſt abide 
at thine houſe, Here wasan 


offer,a faire offer of Chriſt; \ 
what doth Zachews doe? | 
docshe demurre,and deli- | . 


liberate upon ir, and rake | 


time to thinke of it ? no | 
ſuch matter, 4nd hee made | 


haſt, 


— 


Uſe. I. 
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haſt, ſaies' the text , 4nd 
came downe and Received 
him joyfuliy. Zacheus pre- 
ſently embraces the offer, | 
and receives him haſtily, | 
and joyfully. No ſooner 
ſhould Chriſt offer him- 
ſelfe unto us, bur with all 
readinefſe , and gladneſle 
ſhould hee beg received of 
us, There is a ſtrange per- 
verſenefſle of ſpirit in us, a 
ſtrange naturall untoward- 
nefle in us to receive 
Chriſt. See how Chriſt 
ſpeakes, John 5.43. 1 am 
come unto you iv my Fathers |. 
Name, and ye receive me 
not, if another come in his 
owne name, bim will ye re- 
|celve, Soiris ſtill withus, 
If Satan come with aten- 
teation,! 


of Cunnrs yn, 


tation, if a luſt come with 
a motion, if a falſe teacher 
come with a novelty, if 
any thing come thar 
ſhould not come it is 
ſtrange to ſee with what 
readinefle, and greedineſſe 
we receive theſe. 
Chriſt come, with whom 
comesall good, how awke, 
and how backward are we 
to receive him? Men blefle 
themſelves with com- 
ming to Church, 
| cciving cheSacrament and 
| thinke all is well ſo long 


as this is done - 
£many come to Church 
that 'come not. to Chniſt, 
and how: many receive the | 
Sacrament that yet re- 
ceives not the Lord. Iefus 


Bur if 


and re- 


But how 


Chriſt? 


— 
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Chriſt 2 This therefore 
being a point of ſogreat 
conſequence, and necelsi- 
ry as none greater, it will 
not bee a mifle to helpe 
ro linck it down with ſome 
conſiderations as may 


hearts. Conſider there- 
fore theſe three things. 


— 


Cuar. I. 


lenorance, of the worth of 
Chriſt, keepes men from 
receiving him. 


| HUE Conſider who it 
1s that isXobe received. 
It is Teſus Chrift the Lord, 


make way for it into our| 


q'* 


ſaies the texs, He in whom | 
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is all our good, and by 
whom we have all ſpericu- 
all, and erernall good thar 
isto be had. How gladly 
doe ſome receive Lords, 
great ones, how gladly do 
men receive Kings? Now 
Chrift heis-che Lord, the 
King of Glory. Vpþonrhis 
ground are wee excited 
to receive him. 2 ſal. 24. 7. 


9. Lift-up - Oye 
gates, and bre ye lift wp gre 
everlafiing doores, that is; 
lift up your hearts, and ſer 


-——_— 


| the doores of your hearts: 


wide open. But why, what 
ſhall wee ger by it? The 
King of Glory ſhatl emer. $0. 
that when the King of 
Glory is to bee received, | 
how readily ſhould _ 

| ct 


oth 


——_—_ 
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ſetrtheir hearts wide open 
| to receive him. Receive 
| Chriſt, and ye receive the 
King of Glory , and the| 
King of Glory enters. The 
| Apoſtle preſsing to ho- 
ſpitality uſes this argu- 
{ ment,Heb.x 3.2. that fome 
| thereby received Angels. 
Oh how glad would 4 
| man be to have ſuch gueſts 
as Abrahams and Lot had, 
how glad would a man-bejl 
{ to reccive Angels: I but 1: 
here is a greater mattef{ 
ln receiving Chriſt , wee 
receive not Angels , but 
| wee receive the ſonne of 
God himſelfe,not into our 
houſes, but -into our 
hearts. What be Angels 
0 the King of Glory, to 
rhe} 


did 


: | 
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|. Knew him not, is inthe 0- 


ly, and readily would men 
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the ſonne of God? If 
men did but conſider, who 
it 15 that ſhould bee recei- 
ved, and what a gueſt they 
ſhould receive when they 
reccive Chriſt, how eaſily 
would they be perſwaded 
to receivejhim?Men know 
not. Chiilt, know not his 
worth and. excellency, 
and therefore receive him 
not. John 1.10.11, That 
which is in one verſe, } 


ther, Receive him not. To 
ſhew that men therefore | 
receive not Chriſt becauſe 
they know him not, they 
know not how pretiousa | 
Chriſt he is.Oh howglad- 


receive him, if once they 


knew 


—_ Alot 


ce 
; 
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knew who, and what hee! 
were? We finde, lohs 6.] 
19. that the Diſciples not! 


*| fraid of him, though hee 
came towards then, yet] 
they were ſo farre from} 
receiving him, that they] 
would well have wiſkt| 
him furthey off. Being -| 
fraid of him, they muſt] 
needes be afraid to receive] 
him. Bur when, verf. 20. 
Chriſt makes himſclfe| 
knowne unto them, 1r is 1 
be n0t afraid... Then verſe 
21. They willingly received 
hins into the ſhip. When 
once they knew' it was 
Chriſt whom they ſhould 
receive, they then no Ton-' 
gerfeare , but ws 
an 


_——_— 


knowing Chrift were &| 
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and gladly receive him. 


So when Chriſt is offcred 
unto Mme they receive him 
not ,, becauſe they know 
him nor, and therefore in- 
deede are many times a- 
fraid to receive him. They 
rhinke if hee bee received 
they may looſe theircres 
dit and friends in the| 
world , that this Chriſt 

will marre all the joy, 
and - pleaſire of 'rheir 
lives, and that they ſhould 
leade but malancholly, 
mopiſh lives, and fo nor | 
knowing Chriſt are afrayd 
of him. 1 'bur it is the 
Lord Chrift that is offered 
unto you,the Lord of life, 
and grace, the Lordofall 
comfort and contolation, 
It 


——— th 
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It is a Saviour , and a Re- 
deemer that is offcred un- 
to you, It is that Chriſt 
that dyed for you, that 
ſhed his blood for you, 
that did undergo the curſe 
of God, and bare the 1n- 
| finite weight of his fathers 
wrath to deliver you, Ir 
is a Feſus Chriſt, a Saving 
Chriſt whois offered unto 
you. Since therefore itis|' 
Chriſt, and hee ſuch a 
Chriſt this ſhould make 
us receive him, and receive. 
him as willingly into our 
hearts, as they when they 
knew him, received him 
into the ſhippe. Ir is the | 
Lord Iefus Chriſt that is 
offered us, bee yethen lift 
up yee everlaſting doores, 


fly 


ah. 
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hearts that Teſus Chriſt 
the Lord may be received, 
and entertained. How 
gladly did the Galatheans 
receive Pant who was but 
a Miniſter, and an Apoſtle 
| of Chriſt? Galat. 4. 14+ 
Yereceived me as an Anzel 
of God,even as Feſus Chriſt. 
If they To received a Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, how then 
ſhould Chriſt Jeſus him- 
ſelfe be received ? 


Cuar, 1th 


' The = benefit that comes 
y Receiving Chriſt. 


a roy Confider the 
great benefic wee ſhall 
| receive: by receiving 
Chriſt, 


fly open ye gares of net 


1 


4 


{ 


| 


1 


| by receiving Chrift. tis 


| ſhall receive-a Prophets re- 


Right Receiuing 
hrift, we ſhall he fure tg 
beeon the receiving hand 


a great advantage wee re- 
ceive to our (elves by re- 
ceiving Chriſt , into our 


hearts. There 1s a great} 
reward to bee #eccived 1n| 


receiving a Prophet, nay 
in receiving an ordinary 
righteous man, M at. 10. 
4t. Hee that receives 4'Pro- 
phet inthe name of a Prophet 


ward, Hee that receives 4 
righteows map in the name of 
4 righteous. may, ſball re- 
ceiue 4 'righteaws mans. re._ 
ward. Inthe 40. verſe our 


— 


Saviour fpeakes of -recei- 
ving himſelfe, Hee that re- 
cetveth you receiverb me. 
Now 


——_— 
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Now if ſuch areward to 
him that receives a Pro- 

her, if ſuch a reward to 

im that receives a righte- 
ous man, howtmuch more 
ſhall that man,thar ſoule be 
richly blefſed, and rewar- 
ded, thatreceives Chriſt 
leſus the Lord, the great 
Prophet of the Church, & 
that Righteous one. Let us 
[alittle then conſider the re- 

waft of Receiving Chriſt, 
what it is, and what bcne- 
fic will follow thereupon. 
There is a threefold Re- 
ward or benefit thar fol- 
lowes upon it. 

The firſt Benefit is the 
Adoption of ſonnes, and 
daughters. They that re- 
ceive Chriſt ſhall thereup- 


C on | 


I. 
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Re 
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on receivethis honour,and 


of God. Seemes it 4 ſmall 


| +hing wntoyoute be the Kings 


ſon in law 2 ſaith David to 
the ſervants of Saul. And if 
it be no ſmall thing to bee 
the Kings ſon in Law,then 
it is noj(mall honour to be 
Gods {onnes & daughters, 
t loh, 3. 1. Behold what love 
the Father hath ſhewed unto 
ws,that we ſhould be calledthe 
ſons of God. It was the grea- 
reſt love that God could 


that God could doe us to 
how come yee to receive 


this great honour? We re- 
ceive this honour by re- 


_ | cciving Chriſt. They that 


receive 


—_— 


happines to be made ſons| 


ſhew us,the greateſt honor | | 


make us his ſons. But now 


yr IE —_— 
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receive Chriſt receive thtis| 
honour to bee ſonnes of 
God,lohnt.12, To 4s many 
4s received him he gavethis 
priviledge t0 become the ſons 
of God, As many as recei- 
ved him. Whatever they 
were for outward con- 
dition, Rich or poore, 
bond or free, high or low, 
old or young , if they're- 
ceived him they loſt no- 
thing by it, Chriſt there- 
upon gave them this ho- 


of God. The Apoftle 
twice ſpeakes of the great 
priviledge of Chriſtians, 


ved the Spirit of Adoption. 
Gal. 4. 4,5. That we might 


nourto be made the ſonnes | 


Roms. 8. 15. Ye haverecet- | 


receive the Adoption of | 


Ca ſonnes.| 
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ſonnes, I but how come 
we taxeceive the Adopti- 
on of ſonnes 2 God ſent his 
ſonvethat we might receive 
the Adoption: of ſonnes. 
Bur is. that all that is to[ 
bee done that God ſhould 
ſend his Sonne ? No, 
for though . God hath 
ſeat his Sonne, yet all are 
not madeſons. Therefore 
as on Gods part, ſo ſome 
thing is to be done on our 
partalſo , God ſent forth 
his ſonne that wee might 
receive his ſonne, and ſo 
might receive the A-| 
doption of ſonnes + For to 
as many as reccived him, 
hegave them this priviledge 
to be made the ſonnes of God, 
Lyke 19. 9. This day, is 

Gy Z4-, 
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Zacheus become a ſonne of 
Abraham. lt isall oneto be. 
a ſonne of Abraham inour 
| Saviours ſenſe, and aſon 
of God. Now when be- 

came Zacheus a ſonne of 
Abraham, and ſo a forme 
of God 2 This day,namely, 
mn which hee had received 

Chrift not onely into his 
houſe, but into his heart: 

The very ſame day, -and 
houre then that a man 
receives Chriſt into his 
hearr, that very day and 
houre he receives the Ho- 
nour, and Happineſſe of 
being a ſonne of God. 


God receives us, and 
when hee receives us, wee 
receive the great beneftrof 


C3 


When we receive Chrilt, | - 


Adop- | 


 —— 
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Adoption. 2 Cor. 6.17,18. 
| 7 will receive J0u, And; 
what ſhall wee receive by: 
that ? Andwillbe s Father 
wnto you, and ye ſhall bee my 
ſonnes and daughters, ſaith 
the Lord God Almighty. 
Now whata motive is this 
if well conſidered to make 
us receive Chriſt. Ic may 
| bee for thine outward e- 
ſtare thou art bur the ſon 
of meane parents,of poore 
obſcure parents, it may be 
in a- ſervile, and bond con- 
dition. -Or what ever thou 
art for thine outward, yet 
for thy ſpirituall conduk 
on thou att naturally no 
better then a child of 
wrath, a child of death, a 
curled child, a ſlave of the 

devill, | 


—Y 
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| [devil,a baſe drudge to thy 
luſts. And were it not 


a goodly, and a glorious 
priviledge for ſuch an one 
| to be made a ſonof God ? 


| why then doe but receive ! 


, Chriſt, and hee will pre- 
{ently Honour thee with 
this priviledge, to be made 
a ſonne of God, Gal. 3.7. 
Know yee thertfore thatthe 
which are of faith, and ſo 
by faith do receive Chriſt, 
| the ſame are the Children of 
Abraham, yea know ye, 
that they which receive 
Chriſt the ſame are the 
children of God. Gal. 3.26, 
27. Te are the children of 


cauſe ye have put on Chriſt, 
| C4 He 


OO —————_ 


now a faire advancement, 


God by faith. Why ſo? Be-| 


Ib 7 


| God, Had we but heartsto| 
| conſider, and in ſome byt | 


| be & ſonne of God, . how 


A 
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He that puts on Chriſt re- 
ceives him, as he that puts 
ON 2 garment receives It. 
So that by faith putting 
on, and recciving Chriſt, 
weare made the ſonnes of | 


ſort to conceive, what it is 
to be a damned dog, a lon 
of wrath, and what itisto| 


would opr fouls not al-! 
no but alcogerther bee 
perſwaded to receive 
Chriſt. If the. receiving 
of the Kings ſonne would 
make us but the Kings fa- 
 vorites, how ambitious 
would we be, and at what 
coſt to receiye him, if but 
an oportunity offered. But 


here 


| 


| 
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herenow doe but receive | 


Chriſt, and thou ſhalt bee 
not onely one of Gods fa- 
vorites, but one of Gods 
ſonnes. 

The ſecond benefit is the 


Spirit of God. There is a 


promiſe, Ads 2.38. Te 
ſhall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. It is a bleſſed 
thing to receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, He is the ſpirit of 
life, and light, the ſpirit of 
conſolation, power, and 
praycr. Sothatthe recei- 
_ of the Spirit. of God 
ls 

rituall good, Fay 32. 15. 
where the Spirit of God is 
powred forth, the wilder- 
neſle hecomes a fruirfull 
field. And there is thii- 


G4 ving, 


e recciving of all ſpi- | 
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| Holy Ghoſt. Conſider 


;| the Spirit which they that be | 
| Zeeve in him ſhould receove. | 


wee have by receiving the 


that x Coy. 3. 10.12. But 
now how come wee to re- | 
 ceivethe Holy Ghoſts By | 


Recciving of Chriſt is the | 


wee might receive the pro- 
miſe 'of the Spirit through 
fairh. Through faich wee 
xeceive Chriſt, 7ohn 3. 12. 
and through that recei- | 
ving of Chriſt by faith we | 
allo receive the Spirir. | 
John 7. 39. This he ſpake of | 


—_} 
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ving,& growing in Grace, || 
= oh4 It were endlefle| | 
to in{ift in all the benefirs] | 


Receivivg Chriſt -; The| | 


way to receive the Holy | | 
Ghoſt. Gal. 3.14. That} | 


When | 


| F Currys; 


When Chriſt once isin us, 
and dwells in us, we have 
received him , . as hee that 
dwells in an houlc is recei+ 
ved thcreinto. And Rom: 
8.9, 10, 11- The Apoſtle 
ſhewes that by Chriſts be- 
ing in us we havethe Spirit 
inus. As we know, when 
Chrift gives us his Spirts, 
| |'5at hedwells in ws, 1 Fohn 
S | 4-13.ſo weknow alſo that 
when he dwells inus hee 
gives us his Spirit. Ic is 
not every mans caſe to 


men have nor faith, ſo all 
men have not the Spirit of 
God, Every one receives 
him not, every one cannot 
receive him, Fohn 14. 17. 


have Gods ſpirit, Asallj 


The Spirit of Truth whow | 


the 
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Receive him ? Becauſe 
they will not receive 
Chriſt. Chriſt muſt bee 


Spirit can be received, for 
the ſpiritis Chriſts Spirit, 
and therefore muſt he bee 
received before his Spirit 


received, but he breathes 
upon that ſoule that re- 
ccives him, and faies unto 
itas he did in that caſe to 
his Diſciples, Recerve the 
Holy Ghoſt. When Simon 
Magus ſaw, that by laying 
on of the Apoſtles hands 
men received the Holy 


the world cannot Recewve ;| | 
And what is the reaſon| |} 
why worldly men cannot | | 


firſt received; before his | 


| 


can. No ſooner is Chriſt | 


Ghoſt, he would preſently | 


have 


c— 
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have beene drawing his 
purſe, and would have 
given money to have had 
that gift.. 4s 8. 17, 18, 
19, Now if wee would 
havethe bleſſing our ſelves 
to receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, we ſhall notneede 
to ſecke it by money, that 
will not doe it. Irmuſt be 
had not by Giving, but by 
Receiving.Receive Chriſt, 
and his ſpirit is ours.Marke 
' how the Apoſtle carries 
; thoſe words, - Rom. 13.13, 
14. Let us walke honeſtly as 
' mn the day, not in rioting, 
' drankenne(ſe,gc. But put ye | 
on the Lord Feſus. Chriſt, 
One would have thought 
hee ſhould have ſaid, But 
put on: the Graces-af So-/| 
rrectt briety | 


CE —_—— 
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briety, chaſtity, love, &c.| ' 
and all the graces of the] | 
ſpirir,but inſtead ofthathe| | 

Hies,pat ye onthe Lord Teſus 
Chriſt, becauſe the putting 


| on of Chriſt and receiving | | 


of him is the putring on, & 
the receiving of the ſpirit, 
&all the fanQifying graces 
thereof, If then we prize 
the receiving of the ſpirit 
of grace into our hearts, 
then withall forwardneſſe 
receive we Chriſt. 

The third benefit is Pow- 
er & Ability to yeeld God 
obedience, In Receiving 
Chriſt we doc wirhall re- 
ceive Power, & ability to 
give God obedience. He 
requires of us duties of 0- 


| bedience, durics of wor- 


—_..u ae 
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ſhip as hearing prayer, &c. 
He requires ofus to work 
the workes of God, & to 
walk in the wayes of God. 
Now take us in our ſelves, 
and wee can doe nothing : 
till wee have received 
Chriſt we can doe no duty 
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we can neither walke, nor 
worke. But when Chriſt is 
once received into the 
ſoule, then there is withall 
a Power received into 
the ſoule, by which ir is | 
enabled to doe the du- 

ties God requires of us. 

See howtheſe arcjoyned | 
rogerher in this text, As | 
ye have received Chriſt Ie- 
ſus the Lord,ſowalke in his, | 
'Wee are commanded to 


——— 
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of obedience, of ſer vicc, | 


walke | 
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muſt receive him. A man 
that will walke, muſt firſt 
receive a principle of life, 
[and motion. A dead man 
can neither walke, nor 
worke; we are made alive 
| before we doe walke,. and 
wee are made alive by re- 
ceiving Chriſt, 1 1ohn 5. 
12, Hee that hath the ſonne 
hath life, He that hath re- 
ceived Chriſt hath recei- 
ved life, by which he is en- 
abled tro actions of life, Gat. 
2. 20. The life which 1 
now live in the fleſh, I live 
by the faith of the ſonne 
of God, as if hee had ſaid; 
I have received Chriſt. 
and ſo having received 
him, have alſo, reccived 


"as 
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walkke in him, but yet we|, 
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[pirit, let us alſo walkein the 
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ſpirituall life by which I 
am quickned, and enabled 
toall dutjes. of obedience, 
Gal.5.25. 1f wee live inthe 


_ 


| Spirit : And if wee would 
walke in the ſpirir, wee 
muſt live in the ſpirit, and 
ſo if wee would walkein 
Chriſt, wee mult firſt live 
in Chriſt, and live by. 
Chriſt, Ic is impoſlible. 
for usto. live, till we have 
received Chriſt whois our 
life. The Apoſtle here. 
ſpeakes of walkingin Chriſt 
2 Cor.6o1I6. hee peakes of 
Chriſts walking in us, I will 
dwell in them, and walke 
in them, Tt is a ſure thing, 
thathe muſt walke iaggs,be- 
fore wee can walke in hems, 


And } 


— 


42 


| Right Receiving 


till we receive him. Fohy 
15. without me, or ſepart- 
ted from me, ye can doe ne. 


him. But now let us once 
receive him, and wee re- 
ceive power to doe what 
he requires. When Adam 


{ ay alumpe ofclay onthe 
| carth, though his body, 


had the ſhape, parts, atd 
proportion of a man, yet 


as hee received life hee 
could walke, ſpeake, di 


belonged to a man, So 
tho a ran in his natu- 


rall 


es Þ. 


And he cannot walk in us; 


thing. Now till we receive] | 
him weare ſeparated from|| 
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could he doe no aRion e-{ | 
longing to'a man tilt hee| |} 
received life. Bur fo ſoone] | 


courſe, doe any thing that| 
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rall condition may doe 
morall duties of obedi- 
ence, and performe out- 
ward ſervices, yetall this 
while this is but the live- 
lefle ſhape of a Chriſtian, 
But whenoance he receives 
Chriſt who is our life, 
Coloſ. 3. Thea chriſtian 
life is infuſed, and recei- 
ved, and then hee candoe 
ſuch chiagsas a Chriltian 
doth them, with that pow- 
er, and ſpirit that is requi- 
red ina Chriftian, It is 
little comfort we can have 
inany thing 'wee'doe, or 

have,till we have received 

Chriſt, and doe what wee 

doe by his power. Then 
2man hath comfort in the 


fruits of his obedience 
when 


— 
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{ And he cannot walk in us; 
cill we receive him. Fohs| | 


15. without me, or ſcpart- 
ted from me, ye can doe ne. 


receive him, and wee re- 
ceive power to doe what 
he requires. When Aden 
lay a lumpe ofclay onthe 


| carth, though his body, 


had'the ſhape, parts, atid 
could he doe no ation 


received life. Bur fo ſoone 


\ as hee received life hee 


could walke, ſpeake, diſ- 


belonged to a man, So 
tho a man in his natu- 


thing. Now till we receive| | 
| him weare ſeparated from| 
| him. But now let us once 


proportion of a man, " 
ns | 


longing to a man tilt hee 


courſe, doe any thing that| 


rall} | 
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rall condition may doe 
morall duties of obedi- 
ence, and performe out- 
ward ſervices, yet all this 
while this is but the live- 
 lefle ſhape of a Chriſtian. 
But whenonce he receives 
Chriſt who is our life, 
Coloſ. 3. Thea chriſtian 
life is infuſed, and recei- 
ved, and then hee candoe 
ſuch thiagsas-a Chriſtian 
doththem, with that pow- 
er, and ſpirit that is requi- 
red ina Chriſtian, It is 
little comfort we can have 
inany thing 'wee'doe, or 
have,till we have received 
Chriſt, and doe what wee 
doeby his power. Then 
a man hath comfort in the 


fruits of his obedience 
when 


Right Receiving | 


when it is fruit unto God,| 
Then our fruit is brought 
forth to God when wee 
bring it forth by vertue of 
our marriage to Chriſt. 
Rom.7.4. That ye ſhould be 
married to Chriſt, that wee 
ſbould bring forth frait unto 
God, A woman may have 
children that is not mar- 
ried, but ſhee can have lit- 
tle exedit and comfort in 
fuch fruit of her wombe ; 
It is but baſtardly fruit, 
upon which ſhee cannot] } 
tooke without bluſhing | | 
cheekes, bur then hath ſhe 
comfort in children,when 
they are legitimate , and 
ſhe hath them by her huſ- 
bandin marriage, Turkes; 
| and heathens may doe 

| ſome] | 
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ſome morall duties of Ju 


Mice, mercy,&c. bur itis 


all bur ſpurious fruit, baſe 
borne iſſue, in which they 
can have no.comfort, be- 
cauſe all theſe are children 
out of lawfull wedlock, 
they are not married in 


+| Chriſt , and bring not 


forth by a principle of life 
from him. What a mo- 
tive ſhould this be to make 
us receive Chriſt, Wee 
are in a miſerable conditi- 
on,till we doe receive him. 
God commands to repent, 
and we know that without 
Repentance there is no 


way bur damnation: Ex- 


cept ye repent, ye ſhall all pe-| 


{riſh. God commands to 


mortifie the deedes of the 
» fleſh, 


te. BM J 
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fleſh, and wee Kknow| 
thac wicthour mortificatis 
there 15no way bur death, 
Romanes $8. 13. Now 
untill wee receive Chriſt, 
wee can as, well / remove 
mountaines, 2s repent for 
one finne, as morrifie one 
luſt. Bur when Chriſt is 
once received,then is pow- 
er 'reccived to mogific 
luſts, then there is power| 
received to repent, As 5. 
13. Him hath God axalted| 
to bee a Prince, and 4 S4vi. 
our, for to give Repentance| | 
to Fſrael. As therefore we 
| deftre to Receive power & 
ability to give God obe- 
dience, and to performe 
the duties of his ſervice 
hee requires, ſo bee read p 
and| 


—— 
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md. forward ro receive 
Chriſt. 5 6 Wt 
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Receiving Chriſt. 


Hirdly, Conſider the 

great Danger of not 
Receiving .Chriſt, It is 
a wonderfull dangerous 
thingnottoreceive _ 
when Gad afters him, an 
when he ſeckes to us, and 
invites us to receive him, 
It isagreat (inne nor tore- 
ceive Chriſt, Joh 5. .43- 
ye receive me no. ' lohy 
complaines, 3 1obn 9. 10,; 
that  Diotrephes received 


| The great danger of uo | 


him | 


= 835 A 
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"him not and that he received 
not the brethren, This |: 
complayned of as ag 
ſinne. Andifagreatfſinne|! 
in D:otrephes nor to receive} 
Fohn, and not to receive 
the brethren, how much 
mores it a great finnenot|' 
to receive Chriſt 2 ſpeci-| 
ally when hee offers him- 
{clfe to berecceived of us? |: 
It is complained of as the. 
heynous 8 horrible ſin of 
the Jewes, Fohn 1.11. that 
he came to his owne, andhis| 
own received him not.Iewas 
the fowle fin of the world 
that when Chriſt as God 
was inthe world, and the}. 
world was made by him, 
that the world knew him} 
not,7eh,1.10.but itis made} | 


| Right Receiving - | 


the}. 
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the greater ſin of the Iewes 
that when he was manife- 
Red in the fleſh, and hee 
came to them in perſon, 
and offered himſelfe to 
them, yet they received 
him not. And our finne 
now under the more 
cleere light of the Goſpell 


will be greater then theirs | 


if we receive him not. And 
as the ſiane is great, ſo 
muſt .the danger , and pus 
niſhment of it needes bee 
great, if wee receive him 
not.” They ro whom Chriſt 
is offcred, if they receive 
him not it may bee ſaid of 
 them- in this caſe, as our 
Saviour ſpeakes of the 
Phariſees in that, Lake 20. 


| 47, They ſhall receive the | 
| | 


great er 


— 
— 
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| greater Damnation, There 
is a greater Damnation for 
foie men then for other 
| forme. There is Damna- 
| tort for ſuch as know not 
| God, ad tiever heatd of 
Chriſt, but for thoſe that 
havehezrd of Chriſt, -and 
have had him offered un- 
co thein, and have reuſed, 
and not received that of. 
fered Chriſt, there is a 
greater Damnation. Tt 
men receive nor lo great 
_—_ Heb, 2.3. as is 
exed by receiving 
Chriſt, how ſhall they but 
receive the greater Damna- 
tion? Conftier that, Matth. 
Io. 14, I5. Whoſoever ſhall 
not receive you, and here 


your words, ſhake off the duſt 
of 
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of ete, Tt ſhull been 

þ home ne ant pong ou 
the day of Indgewent then 
for that city. Why ſo? See 
the reaſon, verſe 40. Hee 
that receives you reeoives 
me, and {o alſo he that re- 


fuſes you refuſes me. So 
then, he that refuſed to re. 


tro receive Chriſt, And 
what ſhould become of 
thoſe that refuſed to re- 
ceive- him ? Gods venge- 
ance ſhail lie heavier upon 


' of Indgement then upon 
| the head of acurſed, dam 
ned Sodomite. Thar inn: 
ſhal preſſeand finke a mans 
ſoule deeper into hellthen 
D 2 


| 


ceive the Apoſtles, 'their! 
finne was tharthey refuſed | 


ſuch mens heads at the day |. 


 Sodoms | _ 


—— . - paman,, 
i 
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Sodoms fan, . How heavie, 
and: dreadfizll . will So- 


doms--Helt bee in Hell, 
whoſe finne made a viſible 


| Hell on earth ?. and ſuch 
| at Hell -on earth; the mo-+ 
| numents whereof remaine 


extant, and exemplary to 
this day,to be a terrour to 
all ungodly ones. And yer 


1as heavie as Sodoms pu- 


niſhment ſh2ll bee, ir ſhall 


be eaſier then thine, that 


receiveſt not Chriſt when 
offered ' unto thee. In- 
deede when Chriſt would 
have come into a village 
of Samaria-, Luke 9. 53. 
They woula not reccive 
him,end they did not receive 
him, {aies the text. The 
Diſciples would have had! 


© Aus. 


hrej, | 
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fire from heaven to have 
conſumed them, And if 
they thought they were 
worthy of fire fro heaven, 
_ | that would not receive 
him bur to lodge in their 
rowne and in ſome of their 
houſes ; How much more } 
ſhall they be judged wor- 
thy of fire in hell, that doe 
not, and will not receive 
him into their hearts,when 
his Miniſters offer himto 
men, and labour to make 
ready for him ? © And 
though then Chriſt would 
not have fire come'downe 


upon thoſe Samaritans, yet |. 


when the time. of judge- 
ment” @rhies, he will bring 
fiery venigeance upon all 
thoſe that have not _— 
ve 


D 3 
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ved him into thejr hearts, 
{ 2 Theſ, 1. 7. 8. When the 
| Lord Fejus ſhall be revealed 
from heaven in floming fire 
taking vengeance ow them 
that knowe _ _ ſpy 
that obey nes the: Goſpels 
0u7 Le Iefia Choi Not | 
| to obey the Goſpel; is'not 
to obey the commande- 
ments of the Goſpell , as 


ro. obey the Commande- : 
ment of the Law. Now 
the mayne commande- 
mentof the Goſpel is, Re- 
ceivethe Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
This commandemene not 
obeyed , will bring 

fiery vengeance - an: his 

| head. that, obeyes. ir not; | 
{| Oh that men would _ 
| | thinke 


—— 


| 
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thinke ſeriouſly of this 
| danger. The ſtouteſt, ſtur- 
'dieſt, and moſt rebellious 
ſpirit that ever was when 
hee ſhall ſee Chriſt come 
1jn Glory, ſhall then with 
howling and wringing 
of hands cry out upon 
imſclf, Ahcurſed wretch 
that I am, oh thatI had 
had the grace to have re- 
ceived this Lord Chriſt 
when hee was offercd to 
me; Ahbeaſt, and foole 
that I received him not 
when I was fo often preſ- 
ſed to it, Now ſhall I 

reccive vengeance, and 
wrath for ever, becauſcl 
received not the Loxd 


ane thing alſo before: that 


D4 day 


| Chriſt. Nay thinke upon | 


n 
| Z | 
, 
£ 
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day come. There will be a 
day of Death before the 
day of Iudgement : Thou 
muſt dye, & thou knoweſt 
nor how ſoone, and when 
thou commelt ro die, like 
enough thou wilt take up 
Stepbens prayer, Adts 7.59. 
Lord Tefus receive my ſpirit. 
The full faine wilt thou be 
to have Chirſt Teſus receive 
thy ſoule. Now woul- 
deſtthou in good earneſt 
have Chriſt Ieſus receive 


| thy ſoule whe thou dyeſt? 


why then be as willing to 
receive Chriſt Ieſus into 
thy ſoule whileſt thou li- 
velt. Hee will receive no 
ſoule that hath not firſt re- 
_ him. In vaine ſhak 
thou cry at thy laſt gaſpe; 
Lord Ieſus Jak. ok 

| ſoule 


——— 
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ſoule, if thy  ſoule have 
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not before received him; 
Hee will returne thee a 
cold, and a comfortleſſe 
an{wer,oh now ye can call 
to mee to receive your 
ſoule,Icalled all rhe dayes 
of your life to receive mc, 
for theſe thirty forty, fifty 
yeares togerher, and you 
would never bee brought 
ro receive me. As you 
have dealt by me, ſo will I 
now deale by you. I will 
now be quit with you, I 
called upon youto receive 
me,and ye would not,now 
cry you on, and howle on 
ro me,to reccive you, [wil 


as little regard your calles, | 


as you regarded mine : 
your owne meaſure bee 


mete unto you. Let this 
" Is me- 
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meditation finke deepely 
downe into our hearts,and 
as willingly as we would 
have Chriſt receive our 
 ſoules at death, and as 
| willingly as wee would | 
bee received into everla- 
ſting habirations at the laſt 


. | Ys ſo willingly,ſo glad- 
[ly receive the Lord TIe- 


ſus Chriſt now hee is of- 
fered to you in the Gol: 
pell, 

It being a matter of ſo 
oreat conſequence and ne: 
ceſlity to Reccive Chriſt, 
how may wee come, and 


| what muſt bec done to re- 


ccive him. 

They that will reccive 
Chritft, there muſt be two 
things done by them. 
| 1, All 


— 


"= 


59 


: , RANT w 
Ss. 
- a bo aw" > pl —_ a .A_ ant De 
- 
of Cunnar, 


% All hinqrances wot 
be removed. 
2. Some pojui ative ay 
muſt be done 


a A. ts 
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Hindrances to be removed 
by ſuch as mill re- 
ceive Chriſt. 


F: 'rft, All ſuch things 


muſt bee removed that 


' hinder the ſoule from Re- 


ceiving Chriſt. There 1$ 


{no man that receives not 


Chriſt, but there is ſome 
thing that holds him off 
We rcade of a man inthe 
Goſpel that had a withered 
arme, Now if aman would 


have | 


Right Reeriving. 


have offered him mony up- 

on conditio that he would 
have received it, with his 
hand, he could-not have re- 
ceived it becauſe his arme 
was withered. So God of- 
fers Chriſt to be received, 
and men receiye him not , 
becauſe their Armes are 
withered. A Palſcy ſhaking 
hand may receive an alines 
but a withered hand can- 
not. Now there is one 
thing,orother that withers 
the hand of the ſoule that 
it cannot ſtretch ourtit ſelte 
to receive Chriſt, Men 
mult therefore firſt conft- 

der,what that is which wi- 
thers their hand, and ar me, 

and muſt get that firſt re- 
moved before they can re- 

Cclve | 
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ceive Chriſt. When An- 
tichriſt was to come into 


the world, he couldnot be |. 


received untill that which 
hindred weretaken out of the 
way. 2 Theſ. 2. 7. when 
Chriſt would,& ſhould be 
received, rhere1s ſtill ſome 
one thing or other, that 
letts,& hinders it, And he 
cannot be received till that 
which hinders be taken our 
of the way. Let us ſee what 
[thoſe hindrances are, thar 
| muſt bee firſt taken out of 
the way, They are thetfe. 

Firſt, An over good 
conceit of a mans owne 
condition and eſtate, wher. 
in hee is for the prcſcar. 
Such a conceirt diſconceits 


2 man of the neceffity of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and makes himre- 
gardlefle of him when of- 
fered. Offer to a mana 
ehing that hee needes not, 


and hee will nor bee atthe 
paynes to reach forth 


his hand to rcceive it, 


Whar cares he to reccivea 
thing he needes not. Offer 
analmes toa rich man,and 


{| heeſcornes it, what hee 


take an almes that hath 
money of his owne in his 
purſe « he thinkes it an a- 


paragement to him for one 
of his ranke and repute, to 
have an almes offered him, 
But offcr it co a poore man 
to a needy perſon, his 
heart is gladded at the of- 
ter, and he thankefully rc- 
Celves 
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bule, a diſgrace, and adil-! 
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therefore care neither for 


| Men that are ſtrongly pol- 


that would ever receive 
| Chriſt muſt firſt empty his 
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ceives it. A man that 
thinkes highly well af his 
eſtate already hee thinkes 
meanely of Chriſt. The| 
whole neede not the Phyſiti- | 
an, necde no Phylicke, and 


Phyſicke, nor Phyſician. 


{c{t with the conceyt of | 
the preſent goodncſle of 
their cſtates, and conditi- 
ons, Chriſt is uile in their 
eyes. A man ana 


heart of all ſuch conceits 
5 


and be under the ſence and | 


under the pinch roo of 
{cife-emptineſſe. A man 
that would receive Chrilt | 
muſt come with anempty 


| hand. | 
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hand. The full tomacke 
deſpiſes the honey-combs 
of the Goſpel, and the full 
hand will never receive 
| Chriſt offered, Stour 
hearted- perſons are farre 
from-rightcouſneſſe , 1ſay 
46. 12. Harken unto mee 
ye ſtout heartedthat are farre 
from righteouſneſſe. 1 bring 
neere my vighteouſneſſe. 
God brings Chriſt, and 
his righteouſneſſe neere to 
men, hce offers it them in 
the miniſtry of the Goſ 
pel, and yct though it bee 
brought neere, they are 
farre from ir, becauſe they 
doe not receive it. And 
why doe they not receive 
ir, when it is brought ſo 


necre unto them ?. Becauſe 


they 


— 
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they are ſtout hearted. They 
have a conceit, that their 
cſtate is good already, and 
they build, and reſt upona 
rightcouſneſſe of their 
owne in their moraliries, 
and performances; and this 
conceir makes them fo 
ſtoat hearted, that they will 
not ſubmit themſelves tothe 
righteouſneſſe of God, Rom. 
10.3. Wee are Lords, wee 
will not comeunto thee; ler, 
2. 31. Beggers will come 
and receive Gods offers, 
and his Almes,but whileſt 
men conceit themſelves to 
be Lords , to have Lords 
cltates, they. will neither 
come, nor receive Gods 
offers. If therefore wee 


would receive Chriſt, we 
muſt 
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muſt away with all theſe 
ſwelling conceits, we muſt 
away with our Lordſhips,| | 
with our foutnes, and ful-| | 
neſſe, and labour to ſee 
our cnrſed and damnable 
condition by nature, the | 
emprines and vanity of all 
we have, and doe,we muſt 
bein a periſhi»g condition, 
Euke 15. 17. in aloft con- 
dition, Luke x9. 10. Hee 


| that will. be Chriſts difci- 


ple, and receive him for 
his Lord muſt deny him- 
ſelfe. The Apoſtle. Phil. 
3- countes all things dung 
that he may winne and re- 
ceive Chriſt. And Chriſt 
before he offers Laodices 
Gold, Rayment, and eye- 
ſalve, hee firſt convinces 
her 


—— 
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her of her poverty , beg- 
gcry , nakednefle and 1a- 
bours to empty her of her 
ſclte-love, and felfe-con- 
ccitednefle thar ſhee was 
Rich,and needed nothing. 
Thereby giving to under- 
ſtand that it is a moſt dan- 
gerous.' hindrance that 
keepes men from receiving | 
Chriſt, to have an over- | 
g00d conceit of a mans 
owne' ngwurell eſtate, of 
what hee hath , and deth. 
As ever therefore thou 


—_ —— 


with it. Such 45 gee downe 
totheduſs, and inthe ſence 
of their wretchednefle are 
laid inthe duſt 5 7548 can: 
net keepe alive their owne 
ſoules, and ſee no way:but 


wilt receive Chriſt away | 


death 
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death, they they are, that 
will 5ow to Chriſt, andre- 
ceive him with all their 
ſoules, Pſal.22.29. 


Cnay, VT. 


The love of our luſts, « 
hindrance from recei- 
ving Chriſt, 


Nother maine hinde- 

ance to the Receiving 
of Chriſt , is a love of our 
Luſts, an inordinate loye 
of our profits, pleaſures, | 
credits, &c. Our luſts lo- 
vedat all, our profits and 
pleaſures over-loved doe 
altogether hinder a: man 
from Receiving of m—_ 


of Cur1sr, 


A mans luſts muſt bee caſt 
out,if Chriſt be recewed in. 
Now mens luſts are decre 
co them, men are ſtrongly 
bewitcht with them, - and 
they will neyer endure to 
receive Chriſt upon ſuch 
termes, as to turne their 
luſts going. When Chriſt 
1s once received for the 
husband, there muſt bee a 
bill of Divorcegivento all 
theſe, and they muſt bee 
packt out. That's death 
to a carnall hcart to doe 
ſo, hee can as calily die 
as doc it, and therefore 
will rather refuſe to re- 
ccive Chriſt, then hee will 
receive him upon ſuch 
harſh termcs. When it 
was propounded to the 

Roman 
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Roman Emperour to re- 
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ceive Chriſt tor 2 God,the 


ſenate refuſed to doe it, 
becauſe they underſtood if 
he were receivedas a God, 
he onely muſt bereceived, | 
and no other with him, all 
other gods muſt downe, if 
they received him : npon 
che very ſame ground itis 
that men doe nor Receive 
Chriſt into their hearts 
becauſe they ſee that if 


Chriſt bee -received their 


luſts muſt out of doores, | 
and Chriſt alone muſt haye 
their hearts. Chriſt will 
not be received by us whi- 
leſt the roomes: of our 
hearts are taken up by 
baſe and ſinfull luſts. A+ 
when hee was borne hec 
was| 
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was faine to bee -in the 
ſtable betanſe no roome for 
him in the Inne, Luke 2. 7. 
So if we make, and will 
have Ooltr hearts common 
[nnes, and receptacles for 
luſts to harbour and lodge 


{them, How long ſhall thy 


vaine thoughts ' lodge! 
within thee P Fer, 4. 14. 
Chriſt canhot, will not 
be received becauſe there 
is no Reome for him. What 


| was the reaſon Dibfrephes, 


would not receive 'Fo/n, 
but betauſe he loved to have 
the preheminence, 3 John 9. 


{Luſts love to have thepre- 


heminence in the- hearr, 
and thereforc keepe out 
Chriſt from being recet- 
ved, becauſe if hebee re- 


| wy ceived 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ceived, they muſt looſe 
their preheminence, and 
they had as lieve looſe 
their lives as that. So it 
is allo in the inordinate 
love of the world,and our 
profits, It was a faire offer 
which was made to them, 
Luke 14.Come; for all things 
are ready, Receive Chriſt 


[tendred to you in the 


Goſpel, and yee ſhall re- 
ceive with him all things 
your ſoules can deſire. And 
yet they received not 
Chriſt in that offer, and 
all becauſe their oxen,and 
their farmes inordinately 
loved drew their hearts 2- 


| nother way. It is ſo inthe 


caſeof credit, and reſpect 
in the world, inordinately 


ref] pected 
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reſpeted, Chriſt is of- 
| fered to many a man in the 
world, but he ſtickes ar re- 
 ceiving him. What is the 
| matter 2 Oh, ſaics he, If 1 
receive him, [ ſhall receive 
burlittle creditby ir inthe 
world, nay, I ſhall looſe 
creditand reſpect among(t 
'my friends. If I might 
receive Chriſt, and credit 
both, I could then receive 
him ; but becauſe it Chiiſt 
vc received my credit will 
be gone, thercfore I will 
none, L will not meddle. 
Our Saviour charging 
thoſe with this ſinne of not 
receiving him, John. 43s 
7 am come in my Fathers 
 name.and ye rece;ut me not, 
doth there ſhew this very 
| E thing 
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thing to be the reaſon of 
their not receiving him, 
yerſ.4.4. How can ye beleeve| | 
which receive honour one of 
another. As if he had ſaid, 


| 


1 


I complaine that ye re- 
ceive menot ; and indeed 
it 15no wonder ye receive 
me not, when ye receive 
honour .one of another, 
that is, you defire to have 
credir, reſpe&, eſteeine, 
and good opinion one of ! 
another. You ſee if any 
one reccive me, all his tel- 


lowes will hate him , 
ſcorne, flight, and diſe- 
ſteeme him, and you ſtand | 
ſv much upon your ho-; 
nour, and credit one a-| 
mongſt another, thar it is 
impoſſible for you thus in- 
ordi- 
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ordinately affe&ted, to} 
your credir ever to Re- 
ceiveme. Sothartifever 
wee would receive Chriſt 
wee mult caſhcire all our 
luſts, ſend them packing, 
We mult renounce all our 
carnall Juſts, worldly luſts, 
and fce more gaine to bee 
received in receiving | 
Chriſt,theninall the Ox- 
cen, and Farmes in the 
world. Be willing to ſa- 
crifice thy credit, and e- 
ſteeme in the world, and 
' be content to bee the Re- 
' proach of the world, fo 
thou mayeſt but receive, 
and enjoyac him. 


E 2 Cunay. 
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Falſe and groundleſſe feares 
a hinderance to the 
receiving of 
Chriſt. 


hk- 
3. = bee many that 


goe further then in 
the former caſes, thar doc 
| haply ſeriouſly deſire to 
3 | receive Chriſt, and yet 
F care not, but are a- 
fraid to doCcit, Not a-, 
fraid becauſe of parting 
with their luſts, with their | 
| profits, credit, eaſe, &c. 
| bur afraid in regard of 
| 
i 
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| their owne unworthineſle. 
; They teare that it will bee 


! Th | TY | over. 
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over-boldly, and ſaucily 


ro offer to receive Chriſt 
| in that guilty,and unwor- 
'thy condition in which 
| they ſtand. They have 
| beene fowle,and filthy ſin- 
|ners ; What have they to 


| doe to receive Chriſt, or | 


|romeddle with himzSure- 
ly Chriſt will never be re- 
ceived by ſuch heynous 
ſinners as they are. Theſe 
falſe feares keepe many 
a ſoule from that forward- 
nefſe in Receiving Chriſt 
that ſhould be. But theſe 
bee feares for which no 
ground at all : for firſt; 
God offers him to ſuch 
ſinners, and calls upon 
ſuch 


E 3 


done, for ſuch as they are | 


TI 
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ſuch ſinners to Receive 
him. Hewas offered to, 
and received by thoſe ve- 
ry men that crucified him, 
i AdFs 2, It is not Humility 
toſtand ſtraining courteſie 
when God offers Chrift, | 
Nay, God offering Crift 
to ſuch ſinners, it is Diſo. 
bedience, and not Humili- 
ty, not to receive him. It 
is no preſumption,nobold. 
neſle, no ſfaucinefle to doe 
that which God com- 
mands us to doe. Ttisa 
fairhleſſe feare, and a falſe 
Humility to hang backe 
when God wills us to Re- 
ceive him. Secondly,Chrift 
Received finners, Luke 
15. 2, And therefore hey- 
nous ſinners may receive 
Chriſt, 


[ 


of CyHrIsrT. 
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, Chriſt, Zacheus a Publi- 
can, and ſuch a finner, as 
['the people murmure at 
| Chriſt for his ſake. Luke 
(19.7. and yet Chriſt of- 
'fered himſclfe to bee re- 

|ceived, and was received. 
'by him. Thirdly, Ifthou | 

bee ſo unworthy, and ſo 
great a ſinner, the more 
necde thou haſt to receive 
him. The greater thine 
unworthinefle, thegreater 
neede of Chriſt to rake off 
thine unworthines. Fourth 

ly, If none ſhould receive 

Chriſttill they were wor:- 

thy, who ſhould ever have 

him, Fiftly, who ever 
was refuſed for his unwor- | 
thineſſe that had a deſire 
to Reccive him ? There- 
E 4 fore | 
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fore what ever thy finnes, 
and unworthineſle: bee, I 
fay unto thee as the Angel | | 
faid to 1oſeph whilſt hee 
was in that demur what to 
do, Mat. 1,20 feare not [aies 
he,to take Mary thy wife; to 
receive her for thy wife.S01 
ſay,whart everthy lins have 
been, what ever thine own 
' unworthineſfle be, feare not 
ro receive Chriſt Ieſus 
thine husband, It i an 
; undervaluing of Chriſt, 
when we feare in this caſe 
to receive him ; as if his 
worthinefſe were not ſuch 
as could ſwallow upall our 
anworthines. Ir is ſtrange 
to fee Satans fetches. It 1s 
his plot with moſt men to 
keepe them from recci- 


ving | 


=4 


mens Bay 
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ving Chriſt by a conceit 
of their worthineſle, and 
when hee fees that men 
once come to {ee their un- 
worthineſſe, and their 
ncede of Chriſt, and a de- 
fire to receive him, then 
hee ftaves them of with 
their unworthineſle, and 
would have them ſo over- 
mannerly,as not to receive 
him, becauſe of their un- 
worthines. Shall a poore, 
' meane conditioned wo- 
' man refuſe the offer of a 
| Rich husband becauſe ſhe 
is poore, and beggerly, or 
| hath ſhe not the more rea- 
ſon to accept it for her 
| poverty © In ſuch a calc 
| it wcrea fond thing to bce 
| over-humble as ro ftand 
| E 5 in 
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in her owne light, and hin- 
der her ſelfe for ever, 
When David made the 
' tender of marriage to A4- 
bigail, ſhe in her humility 
of ſpirit confeſſes her lelte 
not worthy of (ſuch a 
match, Let thine handmaid 
bee a ſervant to waſh the feet 
of the ſervants of my Lord. 
t Sam. 25. 41. Butyet for 
all rhar,ſhe refuſes nor the 
ofter, bur ſhe aroſe, and made 
haſt, and followed after the 
meſſenzers of David, and 
became his wife, verſe 42. 
So, when Chriſt offers 
himſelfe to be received as 
our Husband, let us not 
ſtand ſo much in our owne 
light, as to refuſe to re- 
ceive him becauſe of our 

unwor-| 


— 


| 
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unworthineſſe of ſuch a 
favour. Confeſſe we our 
unworthineſſe of it, but 
yet riſe up, and make hafF, 
and follow after the me(- 
ſengers of Chriſt, and be- 
come his wife. Why 
ſhould we ſtumble at that, 
at which Chriſt ſtumbled 
not? If any ſhould ſtumble 
at unworthineſle it ſhould 


' bee Chriſt himſelfe, And 


when he not withſtanding 
our unworthineſſe offers 
aimſelfe ; why ſhould nor 
wee Receive his offer 2 If 
our unworthineſſe bee no 
barre to his offer , why 
ſhould it be to our Recci- 
ving ? If David thinke 
not. unworthily of v7. 
caile but is content, and 


deſirous | 
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deſirous to make her his 
wife, why then ſhould 4. 
bigeail under a pretence of | 
unworthineſſe refuſe to: 
Receive David for her 
husband ? | 


| 
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CukP. VItk 
The Poſitive Duty which | 
muſt be performed of all | 


that will Receive 
C hriſt. 


He Second thin is the 
Poſitive Duty to bee 
done for the Recciving of 
Chriſt. And the duty ro 
bee done is, To beleeve. 
To beleeve, is to receive 
Chriſt, and when wee doe 
belecve, wee-doe receive 


him, l 


—_ 
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him, lon 1. 12. To 4s ma- 
| ny as received him, that 75, 
| 10 45 MANY 4s beleeved in his 
| name. So lohn 5. 43, 44. 
 Terecerve mce not, how can 
zee beleeve, Thertore thcy 
received him not, becaule 
| they beleeved not. Then 
Chriſt is received when 
' hee dwells in our hearts, 
and he dwells in our hearts 
by faith, Epheſ. 3.17. for 
the better underſt. inding 
of this poinr, wee muſt 
 know,thart the receiving of 
| Chriſt by faith ſtands 1n 
| ſetting faith on worke 1n 
[the ſcverall Acts thereof, 
| Now. faith is to be confi- 
'dered As the eye of the 
ſoule, and as the hand of 
| | the ſoule,and in Receiving 


of 
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of Chriſt it muſt be ſet on 
worke as both. There be 
falſe faiths in the world. 
Some faith is a// eye, and 
no hand,it (ees,and knowes 
not, it applyes, and appre- 
hends nothing. Some 
faith is 4 hand, will bee 
catching, and ſnatching at 
Chriſt, it is »oege. The 
firſt is a /ame faith, the [e- 
condis a blind faith, 2 *am, 
5. 8. The blind, and the 
lame were hated of Davids 
ſonle, ſo is the 1doll faith, 
the lame, and blinde faith 
of the world hated of 
Gods ſoule . and as iris 
there ſaid ; The blinde, and 
the lame ſhall not come into 
the houſe , {o neyther ſhall 
they come into heaven, 


becauſe 


of Cyr IsrT. 


becauſe neither a lame nor 
2 blind faith doe Receive 
Chriſt. 

Firſt, then the faith 
that will receive Chriſt, 
muſt bee ſet on worke as 
the eye of the ſoule. A man 
that will receive Chriſt 


muſt firſt ſee Chriſt,ſfee his 
worth,excellency, beauty, | 
and all-ſufficiency. Hee 


muſt ſo ſee him, that hee | 


may ſee him worth the re-| 
ceiving, worth the ha- 
ving. A man will never 
care to receive that, or 


once put out his hand to 
take that, in which hee ſees 
no worth. But when a 
man ſees a thing offered 


wherein he ſees worth,the 


worth of it, will make him 


reach | 


lo. 
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reach out te recelve it. 
 Zacheus did receive Chriſt 
into his houſe,and into his 
hearr, but the firſt ſtep to 
it was 4 defrre to ſee him,and 
[he firit gat up into the Sy- 
; Camore tree toſee him, The 
| 
| word, and the miniftry of 
[the Goſpel is the Syca- 
more tree, by ſtudious 
reading, and hearing the 
| word; muſt men gct up in- 
[ro the Sycamore from 
| whence they may lce 
| Chriſt? Iris in this caſe 
{as in Eves tentation. The 
| Divell offers her the for- 
bidden fruite , and ſhe re- 
CCIVES It ; thee ſhould not 
haye received ir, but ſce 
| what mooved her ro Ie- 
[CEIVE it, Gep. 3. 6, And 
| when | 
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when ſhee ſaw that the 
[tree was 200d for foede, that 
'it was 4 delire tothe eyes, 
and a tree to bee deſired to 
make one wiſe, ſhe tooke ofthe 
| frun, ſhe received it: ſhe 
lookt through falſe glai- 
[cs,& was gulled withfalle 
apprehenſions, but yet 
thus much we may ſee by 
it; that when we ſee, and 
judge a thing offered to be 
of worth, pretious , and 
deſirable, that that is the 
next way to make i re- 


it in Receiving Chriſt. 
As the Apple-tree among the 
trees of the wood, ſo is my 
beloved amongſt the ſonnes, 
I ſate downe under his ſhad- 


his 


ceiyeable. And thus is } 


dow with great delight, and | 
; 
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his fruit was ſweete unto my 
taſt, Cant. 2. 3. It ever 
we would receive the fruit 
of this tree, we mult la- 
bour by the eye of faithto 
ſee the excellency of this 
rree,and the fruit of it. We 
muſt firſt ſee that Chriſt 
as farre excells all other 
things, as the Apple-tree 
doth excell al the ordinary 
and common trees of the 
wood, thar there is deF@ht | 
under his ſhaddow, that 
there is ſweetneſle in«his 
fruit, that it is a tree good 
for foode, thar it is a deſire 
to the eyes, that itisa tree 
to be defired ro make one 
wiſe indeede, 1 Coy, 1. 30. 
He of God is made unto 
us wiſedome, And the ex- 


cel- 
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cellencies of this tree once 
ſeene, would holily tempt 
us to receive the offered 
fruits thereof. Wee ſee 
lohn 1. 11. 13. that the 


received Chriſt when 0- 
thers received him not, 
His owne received him not, 
yet we his Diſciples recei. 
ved him, But how came 
negro receive him? They 
idIt by faith verſe 12. 
But marke what was the 
firſt at of faith in Recei- 
ving him ; That wee ſee 
verſe 14. And we beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the 
onely begotten of the father. 
Our faith pierced through 
the vaile,and covert of the 


fleſh, We ſaw him, and pri- 
zed 


ets, 


th. 
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zed him as the onely be- 
gotten ſonne of God, and 
ſoby theeye of faith ſee. 
ing the glory, and excel- 
lency of Chriſt, we recei- 
ved him. Looke how 
Pan! ſpeakes in the caſe 
of Receiving Epaphroditus. 
Philip. 2.29. Receive him 
therefore in the Lord with 
all gladneſſe, and hold ſuch 
in reputation. Paul would 
havchim be received, and 
received gladly, and ther- 
fore that they might the 
readilier doe that, wiſhes 
them tohave him in Repu- 
tation. Hee knew well 
cnough thar if they did 
not prize him, if they had 
clteemed him a fellow of 
little worth, that had no- 


thing 


is 
| 
1 
1 
f 
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thing in him, that they 
would never receive him, 
at leaſt with no gladneſle, 
But if they did but confi- 
der that hee was a man of 
worth, that hee was a pre- 
tious man, and fo had him 
in reputation according to 
his deſert,that they would 
reccive him with all glad- 
neſle. So 1s it in the re- 
ceiving of Chrift. Hold 
nim once in reputation , 
and wee ſhall receive him 
with all gladncil::. Labour 
by the cye of faith to fee 
his pretious exccllencies, 
and wee cannot bur hold 
him in Reputation. 

Faith firſt ſhewes to the 
ſoule the pretious exccl- 
leacies, and glories of 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, it repreſents him 
exceeding prerious to the 
ſoule, as the eye it lers in 
the excellency of Chriſt 
into the underſtanding up- 
on which the affeCtions 
are raiſed , and ſtirred up 
to the receiving of him, 
We ſhall ſee it made good 
in two texts. One is thar, 
Matth. 13.45. 46. The 
Kinedome af heaven is like 
unto 2 Marchant man ſcek. 
ing goodly pearles,who when 


great price, hewent, and ſold 
all that be had, and boueht 
zt. Hee (clls all you ſee to 
receive that pearle , what 
mooves him to it? H-* 
found one pearle of great 
price, Here is then the frr't 
thing 


_— 
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[thing thart ſets all the reſt 
on worke, he ſaw it wasa 
pearle of price , of great 
price, of great worth, he 
{ſaw it was worth the Re- 
ceiving, worth the having. 
Hee that ever will receive 
this bleſſed pearle thart is 
offered in the Goſpel, 
muſt firſt have theeye of 
faith toſce the price, value 


place is that, Cart. 6. 1. 
Whether is thy beloved 
gone? whether 1s thy belo- 
ved turned aſide, that wee 
may ſeeke him with thee ;, as 
ifthey had ſaid, we have a 
great defire to Receive 
Chriſt. But how was this 
deftre raiſed? That we may 
lee Chap. 5. veile 9. 10. 


and | 
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and ſo to the end. The 
Church had ſpoken of her 
beloved, of her Chriſt, 
verſe 8. Thereupon others 
aske her what this belo- 
ved is, and this Chriſt is 
with whom ſhee makes {o 
much adoe. She therefore 
deſcribes & ſets him forth 
in all his excellencics, 
beauties, and glories, and 
tells them, verſe 16. That 


| he ts altogether lovely, alto- 


gether deſires, or wholly dc- 


| ſyrable things. Now when 


| upon this deſcription and 


relation of hcrs ,they (ce 
the invaluable worth, and 


| 


exccllency of Chriſt , 

; when they ſee him ro bee 
| wholly deſires, then arc 
their defires wholly to re- 


| | CCc1ve 
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{ceive him,z Then they cry 
(out, whither 75 thy beloved 
 goxe that wee may ſeeke him 
with thee ? So that the eye 
 offaith is the firſt in-ler of 
' Chriſt into the ſoule, and 
thisact of faich in ſecing 
 Chriſts excellencies.,is the 
firſt in Receiving Chriſt, 
And thercforc when the 
Apoſtle gives us the ſum 
ofthe Goſpel, Chriſt cru- 
cihed for ſinnes, marke 
how he ſpeakes. 1 Tim. 1. 
15. This is a faithfull ſay- 
ing, and ſayes, nor which 
ought to bee reccived of 
all. Thats true,this Chriſt 
and this Doctrine concer- 
ning him, is to bee Recet- 
ved : But he addes withall, 
'a ſecret argument to pC:- 
F {wade 
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It is worthy to bee Received) 
of all. Thereby ſhewing 
that before men will Re-| 
ceivethe Goſpel, and re- 
ceive Chrift they mult ſee | 
Chriſt to be worthy of all | 
acceptation, 8 that when 
they ſee Chriſt worthy of 
all accepration, then they 
will ſet upon the Recei- 
ving of him. This is then 
che firſt thing in receiving. 
Chriſt, an high prizing of 
him, and his excellings, 
which makes way rothe 
actvall receiving of him; 
For the underſtanding be-| 
ing throughly and trucly. 
convinced of his exccllen. 
cies, the atf-Rions necel- 
farily follow, and ftirre 
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up propottionable. endea- 
vours for the receiving of 
him. And what is the 
cauſe that men doe not re- 
ceive 'Chriſt,but the igno- 
rance of his worth. Fohe 
4.10. Jf thou kneweſt the 
gift of God , and who it is 
that ſaies to thee, Give meto 
drinke, thou wouldeſt have 
aihed of him , Rom. 10, 3. 
For they being ignorant of 
Gods. righteouſneſſe , have 
not ſubmitted themſelves 
onto the righteouſneſſe of 
God, Mens ignorance of 
Chriſt, breedes in them a 


low prizing, and abaſe un- 


— 


| dervaluing of him , and 


therefore every vile thing 
is preferred before him. 
It was a vile ſinne which 

F 2 15 
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is complayned of, Amos 


| 2. 6. That they ſold the 
| righteows for ſilver, andthe 


\_| poore for 4 paire of ſhooes. 


A vile finne that ſve! com- 
plaines of, Foel 3. 3. They 
have caſt lots upon my ped- 
ple, and have given a boy 
for an harlot, and ſold a 
Zirle for wine that they might 
drinke. It was a vile finne 
in Fudas, that he ſold, and 
prized Chriſt at thirty 
pieces: A goodly price that 
I was prized at of them. 
' Zech. 11.17, It was the 
| price at which ſlaves were 
| Priz<d. Exod,at. 32. Now 
if ſo baſe a thing in the 


|Tſraelites to prize the 


righteous, and the poore 
{o baſely as to ſell them 


for 


 —_— 
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for old ſhooes. to ſell a 
boy for an harlot, if in F«- 
445 to prize Chriſt but at 
thirty pieces, what 1s 1t 
then to prize Chriſt under 
old ſhooes, to ſell him for 
an harlor, for wine, for un- 
cleane and drunken luſts ? 
And yet thus is Chriſt pri- 
zedby men, men will ſell 
him for old ſhaoes, for an 
harlot, fora pot, for a pe- 
ney. So bafely is the pre- 
cious Lord ot Glory vili- 
prized by ſinfull men. And 
becauſe men ſo woefully 
undervalue him, and e- 
ſteeme ſo baſely of him, 
therefore it is they re- 


would trouble himſelf to 
bee at that paines thats 


| F 3 xC- 


ceive him not , for who 


PR—=——_ 
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ny 


required in the receiving 
of Chriſt, that doth not 
prize him above thirty 
pieces, above an harlor, a- 
 bove wine , above old 
ſhooes. Now, as this baſe 
 under-prizing of Chriſt 
makes men negleRthe Re. 
ceiving of him,ſo certaine- 
ly when men_ once have 
the eye of faith to ſee. The 
due worth,andthe trueex- 
ccllencies of Chriſt, then 
will they beſtirre theme 
| felves for the receiving of 
him.' Sec Mat. 14. 35. 36. 
And when the men of the 
place had knowledge of 
| hum, 7hey ſent ont into all the 
countrey round about , and 
brought wnto him all that 
_ diſeaſed, and beſought 
| | 


1108 
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hw that they might only 
| rouch the hem of his garment. 


| So, had men now bur the 


| 


'noble 


ee 


knowledge of Chriſt, and 
knew how rich, how prett- 
ous a Chriſt he were, they 


would flocke thicke and 
lireefold after him,and be 


earneſt” ſutors that they 


mighe receive him. Ir 1s | 


Chriſts pretiouſneſſe well 
viewed by faith thar ter- 
ches men in unto. him. 


1 Pet. 2. 4. As therefore 


'wee would frame our 


 ſoules to the Receiving of 


Chriſt , {o Rudy: Chriſt, 


ſtudy his- excellencies , 
view his beauties. 


It is a 


ſtudy tro ſtudy 
| Chriſt: The Angels in 
 Heave are ſtudents in this | 
F4 Divi- 


I03 


| 
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Divinity , they defire ro 

looke into, to prie into 
theſe things.. 1 Pet. 1. 12. 
Ir is the ſame word thart is 
ufed of 1ohns looking into 
Chriſts grave. Fohn 20. 5. 
Ana hee ſtooped downe and 
looked in,becaufe he would 
throughly fee how things 
were, he ſtooped downeto 
look wiſhly andnarrowly ; 
with ſuch carneſtnes, with 
ſuch deſire looke the bleſ- 
ſed Angels into the myfte- 
rics of the Goſpel, they 
ſtoope dowae, and looke 


| inro them. They doe nor 
| onely ſtudy,but wondrous 


hard doe they ſtudy the 


| unſcarchable Riches of 


Chriſt ; If the Angels have 
benefit by Chriſt , yer 
what 
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what is their benefie to 
ours ? Chriſt came for us, 
was Incarnate, and cruci- 
tied for us, how much 
more Concernes it us to 
looke into theſe things 
then the Angels. The 
looking into the Arke coſt 
them ful deere. 1 Sam. 6. 
19. It is our undoing thar 


{now wee doe not looke 


intothe Arke. It was death 
for the Kohathites that 
were Levites tolooke into 
the SanQuary , and ſee 
the holy things. Numb. 
4, 4-20, But now 1tis0- 
therwiſe, God now under 
the Goſpel hath unveylcd 


}allthe holy things, andthe 


very Arke which was in 
F5 the 


—_—— — 
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the holy of holies is to be 


ſeenc. Apoc. 11. 19. Iris 
our fin, and it is our death 


Arke. 2 Cor. 4. 3. If our 


them that periſh. Pry there- 
tore into the Arke , and 
there ſee the treaſures of 
all grace}, and good laid 
up, ſo fixe thine eye upon 
theſe treaſures, as thou 
mayeſt be ſtirred up ro an 
holy coveronfnefle, and 
grcedinefle of Recciving 
them. 

Secondly, The faith 
that will receive Chriſt, 
muſt worke as an hand: 


worke of the hand. 


_—_— TJ A... ASS: —__—_— 


—_ —____ 


not to pry now into the 


Goſpel bee hid, it is hid to| 


And it muſtdoe a2 double | 


1. Firſf,faith muſt fretch 
out] 


of Cunisr. 


our it- ſelfe and reach out it 
ſelfe to Receive Chriſt. If 
2 man would Receive 
Chriſt, he muſt doe in this 
caſe as Chtiſt ſpake to him 
| Marke 3. 5. Stretch forth 
| th:yc hand. This ſtretch- 
ing forch ofthe hand,isup- 
| on the fioht of Chriſts ex- 


' 


cel ro ſtirre vupin our 


{ 


| hearts ſtronge, vehement, 
[1cſtles, and affectionate de- 


fires afrer him. Cant. 8.2. | | 
| 0h that thou wert as my bro- | 
| ther, that ſucked the breaſts | 


' of my mother: Oh that T 
| had this pretious Lord 
Chriſt, oh that hee were 
mine, that 1 were pol-" 
| ſeſſed of him. This is the 
lifting up of the doores and 
gates. Pſalme 24.7. When 


the 


w_— Ce” Teas 
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ths, 
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eht Receiving. 
the ſoule is, litted , and 
raiſed up after Chriſt in 
ſtrong deſires to enjoy 
him, theſe defircs are the 
reaching, and ſtretching 
forth of the hand to. re- 
ceive him. And ſuch 2 
reaching out of the hand 
of the ſoule ſhall not miſle 
of Receiving Chriſt, Mas. 
'5. Bleſſed are they that hun- 

ofler Righte. 
| 0#ſneſſe , for they ſball bee 
filled. Therefore they ſhall 
receive, or elſe how bee 
filled; Ir is as if hee had 


1 aid, Bleſſed are they that 


ſtretch out their hands, for 


| chey ſhall receive, ©Apoc. 


22. 17. Let him that 1s 4 


] 19irſt come,g& whoſoever wil 


let him take the mater of life 


freely, 


| 


[ 


| 
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freely. 
a man reach, and ſtretch 
forth the hand for water, 
and Reaching helpes to Re- 
 ceiveing. The law of God 
' was, Deut. 24. 15. that 2 
; poore man ſhould receive 
| his pay at his day, and fee 
, what 1s one reaſon for it. 
\ Becauſe he lifts up his ſoule 
En 4 
| heart upon ic with a ſtrong 
| defireto receive ir,8& ther- 


| fore God: would not have 


him diſapointed. Now 
| ſurely God will not deale 
| worſe with a poore ſoule: 
then he would haverhem 
' deale with a. poore man. 
by a- poore man that hath 
[lifted up his foule in de- 
- ires after his byre muſt | 


Thirſt will make | 


thar is, he ſers his |. 


| 109 


- » pm 


nor ® 
I $ 


> 


FECT on cn. A "vw" —_ — 


SN 


Right Receiving 


not bee difapointed, bur 
muſt receive his hyre;then 
ſurely when God {ſees 
a poore ſoule life up it 
ſelfe, 3nd reaching our it 
ſelfe in irs deſires after 
Chriſt, hee will not have 
ir diſapointed of Recei- 
ving Chriſt. Wharcom- 
pariſon betweene wages 
defired, & Chriſt deſired? 
The Lord that will nor in 
his goodnefle have the de- 
fires of poore en, wall 
much lefle ſuffer the de- 
fires of poore ſoules after 
Chriſt be deceived. 

2. Secondly, Faith as the 
hand, muſt /ay hold upon, 
take, claſpe abour, and fa- 
ſten upon Chriſt offered, 
Wee ſee Luke 2,26, that 


—— oo Sys 


Symeon | 
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Symeon had it revealed un- 
to him that he ſhould fee 
the- Lords Chriſt. And 
when Chriſt was brought 
into the Temple: by his 
parents,he doth view him, 
and lookes upon him, but 
yet that would not ſarisfte 


him, to ſee him, bur verſe | 


28, Then he tooke him-up in | 


his armes. Faith doth as 
Symeon did, Ic not onely | 
viewes, and ſees Chriſt, 
and his worth, but ſeeing | 
him it reaches out after 
him, and rakes him up in 
her Armes, claſpes about 


| 


him,and holds him faſt for 


her owne. And hence 1s 
the Phraſe of Receiving 
Chriſt. Fohy 1. 12. And 
Receiving the promiſes, 


1 Tim, 


| 


[ 
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|phraſe of embracing the 


{faith in Receiving Chriſt, 


| Right Receiving 


x1 Tim. 1. 15. and the 


promiſes. Heb. 11. 13. And 
laying hold on eternal bfe. 
1 Tim.6.12. And thisaRt of 


is that, Cant. 8. 2. [would 


into thy mothers konſe. 
When God offers Chriſt 
in the Goſpel a Lord, and 
a Saviour , and wee take 
Chriſt for our Lord , and 
Saviour, then doe wee re- 
ceive him. Behold, ſaies 
God, [ offer you Chriſt to 
bee your Lord and Savi- 
our, Now thencomes faith 
and hath a double aR. 

An Ad of the undcr- 
ſtanding , by which as the 
eyc ofthe ſoul it ſees as 


leade thee , and bring thee| 


the, 
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'the Neceſſity, ſo the 
| worth,and price of Qhrilt. 
Here ſaies faith; I ſcea ye- 
;ry precions Chrilt,, 1 ſee 
| wonderfull: worth ,.. and 
,exccllency in him, I ſec 
 heis well worth the look- 
ing after.,, wel worth the 
having, and Receiving. 


that is ewofold , firſt, as 
the hand of the ſoule to 
rh and fretch out itſelf 


him. Here faith fates, oh 


Chriſt, oh that this pret1- 
ous Chriſt were mine; oh 
that upon any termes my | 
Soule might enjoy him. 
Secondly, as the hand of 


after Chriſt in-vchement; 
and ſtrong defires 'after 


that I had this pretious | 


An ARof the will. And | 
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the ſoule to /ay hold upon, 
toapply , and take Chriſt 
offered. Here faith ſaies, 
This pretious Chriſt Idoe 
willingly, and-gladly re- 
ceive, I lay hold upon him 
as my Lord, and Saviour. 
Behold Eord, as: thou of- 
fereſt himumro me; ſo'doe 
I receive, and take him, 
My Lord, and''my God;; 
Welcome Lord Chriſt, I 
claſpe *abour” thee” with 


both" minie' armes. ' And 


thns by theſe two Ads 


of faith is Chriſt received 


into the heart. 
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How to know, whether wee 
have Received Chriſ 
already. | 


F Chriſt-muſt bee recei- 
ved, then try wee, and 
cxamine wee our ſclyes 
whether wee haye recei- 


ved hint er no. It con- 
cernes every man to exa- 
mine himſe}fe whether he 
bea trae Chriſtian or nor. 
No mans atrue Chrifti- 
an till Chriſt bee received, 
therefore as it concernes 


ther wee have received 


Cheiſt or not. i 
How may it be knowne” 


us to try wherher yree bee | 
true Chriſtians or nor, ſo | 
irconcernes us to try whe- | 


2neſt. 


whether | 


— 
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Y 


whether Chriſt bee recci- 


ved orno? 


It may bee knowne by 


th. fe. 
Firſt,by this in the text. 


leſus the Lord. Marke them 
what they doe that truely 
receive Chriſt. They that 
truely receive Chriſt, re- 
ceive him not onely a 
Chriſt Feſus, but they re- 
ceive him alſoa Lord leſu:, 
a Chriſt the Lord. They 
receive himnot onely a Sa 
ving, but a Ruling Chriſt. 
They that receive Chriſt 
indecde, receive him as 
God off:rs him in the 
word, now hee offers him 
an whole Chriſt to eve 


| and 


— 


, 


4 


divers things, Try it by| 


As ye have Received Chriſt | 


hd 


of CHRIS rT, 
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and rule both, 2 Cor. 4. 5. 
We preach Chriſt Feſus the 
Lerd, we preach, and offer 
him to youa Chriſt Ieſus, 
2 Saving Chreft, a Chriſt ro 
Save, and we preach, and 
offer him to you Chriſt 
the Lord, a Raling Chriſt, 
a Chriſt to Rule. Chrift is 
called the Lords Chrift. 
Luk, 2. 26. till hee had 
ſeene the Lords Chriſt, Our 
Saviour tells us, Mat. 24» 
24.that there ſhall ariſe falſe 
Chriſts, And the world 
iS full of falſe Chriſts ,' 
ldoll Chriſts, chrifts 
bred in the braines of 
Ignorance heads. Now 4 
mans care ſhould be tore- 
ceive a true Chriſt, the 


Lords Chrift. But how 
ſhould 


ates m___—_—_ 
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whether Chriſt beerecci- | 


ved orno? 

It may bee knowne by 
divers things, Try it by 
th. fe. 

Firſt,by this in the text. 
As ye have Received Chriſt 
leſus the Lord. Marke them 
what. they doe that truely 
receive Chriſt. They that 
truely receive Chriſt, re- 
ceive him not onely a 
Chriſt Feſus, but they re- 
ceive him alſo a Lord leſus, 
a Chriſt the Lord. They 
receive himnot onely a Ss 
ving, but a Rul:ng Chriſt. 
They that receive Chriſt 
indeede, receive him as 
God off:rs him in the 
word, now hee offers him 
an whole Chriſt to ſave 
| and 


= 


— 


— 
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and rule both, 2 Cor. 4.5. 
We preach Chriſt Feſus the 
Lerd, we preach, and offer 
him ro you a Chriſt leſus, 
a Saving Chryeft, a Chriſt ro 
Save, and we preach, and 
offer him to you Chriſt 
the Lord, a Raling Chriſt, 
a Chriſt to Re/e. Chritt is 
called the Lords Chrif. 
Uuk. 2. 26. till hee had 
ſeene the Lords Chriſt, Our 
Saviour tells us, Mat. 24+ 
24.that there ſhall ariſe falſe 
Chriſts. And the world 
iS full of falſe Chriſts , 
Idoil Chriſts, chrifts 
bred in the braines of 
lIenorane heads. Now a 
mans care ſhould be to re- 
ceive a true Chriſt, the 


Lords Chrift. But how 
ſhould 


CC a 
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ſhould one know the 
Lords Chriſt from the 
falſe and Idoll Chriſts of 
the world ? What a kind 
of Chriſt is the Lords 
Chrift See Zech. 6. 13, 
a Prieſt upon his throne, 
That1is expounded by two 
places. As 2. 36. God 
hath made Feſus both Lord, 
and Chrift. Atts 5.31. He 
hath exalted him to bee 4 
Prince and a Saviour to 
give Repentance, axd for- 
ona of ſinnes. A Sa- 
viourto give forgiveneſle, 
and a Prince to give Re- 
pentance; A Savionr to 
give pardon of,and a Prince 
to give Power againſt ſinne. 
So then, the Lords Chriſt 
which he offers is the Lord 

Chriſt, 


TD — 
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Chriſt, not onely a Saving, 
but a Ruling, not onely a 
pardoning, but a Reforming 
Chriſt, not onely a Chriſt 
with a facrifice;, but a 
Chriſt witha Sceprer,and a 
Crowne, not onely a Chriſt 
with 6/00d, but a Chriſt 
with water. 1 John 5. Now 
then if wee have received 
Chriſt, wee have received 
him fuch an one. Hath 
Chriſt then, whom thou 
laycſt thou haſt reccived, 
hath hee wrought Repen- 
tance, Mortificatio, Sancti- 
fication in thine heart ? 
Hath 'that Chriſt whom 
|thou haſt received a 
'crowne on his hcad, a 
ſceptcr in his hand, a 
throne inthine heart? doth 


he 


119 
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| | Chrift withall their hearts. | 


| mands ? If itbethus,then 
haſt thou indeed received 


'|have taken up the profel- 
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hee:rule, and Lord itin 
thine heart, io as tiine 
heartis ſwayed, and thy 
life ordered by his com- 


Chriſt into thine heart. 
But this evinces it, that 
many have not recet- 
ved Chriſt, many bearc 
the name of Chriſt, and 


ſion of his name, bur yet 
they have not received; 
him into their hearts. 
They have a Chrift of their 
; owne framing, a Chriſt 
| forged in their own fancy 
| What,not received Chriſt»: 
; yes, God forbid but thar | 
| they ſhould have received 


well, 
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Well, looke a little upon 
the Chriſt they ſay they 
have received, Looke up- 
on his head : Is their Chri/t 
crowned ? Looke upon 
| his hand, Is their Chrift 
'Sceptred ? Flooke into 
their hearts, Is their Chriſt 
throned ? Whar Lordthip 
hath he £ what dominion 
doth hee excerciſe intheir 
hearts * Not a whir, for 
all the Chreſt they have re- 
ceived, there is no Repen- 
tance, no Mortification,no 
Holineſſe, no Obcdience, 
for all the C; riſt rhey have 


| 


received, they are earthly, 


covetuous,full of uncleanc 
luſts, drunkards, ſwearers, 


profane and looſe, Bee ir 
knowne unto all ſuch that 


G they 


| 
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| they havenot received the 

Lords Chriſt, becauſe they 
have not Received the 
Lord Chriſt. Ir is a falſe 
Chriſt they have received, 
It is the Libertines Chrilt, 
the carnall Goſpellers 
Chriſt, an Antinomian 
Chriſt, a crowneles, ſcep- 
terles, thoneles Chriſt, 

ObjeeF, TI but youhs 
wrong, wee doe receive 
Chriſt, and hope, and de- 
fireto be ſaved by him a- | 
lone. 

Anſw. Nay , you doe: 
Chriſt wrong: It is true in- 
deede that you doc not 
ſay wee will not have this 
man to ſave us, to pardon 
us, to deliver us from hell, 
ſo you doc not refuſe hin. 
Bur 


by ON, EIS MES ce EN, 
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| butrule thee hee ſhall nor; 


| 


But yer you ſay as thoſe 
wretches, Luke 19, 14. 
We will not have this manto 
reigne over us : And thus 
you receive him not, thus 
you doe refuſe him; you 
pur areede into his hand, 
anda crown of thornes up- 
on his head : Therefore 
it is a cleare caſe that e- 
very impenitent, unſancti- 
fied , diſobcient perſon | 
doth not, hath nor recel- 

ved Chriſt. Thou wilc 
receive him to fave thee, 


Thou likeſt him for a Fe- 
ſus, but a Lord Jeſss thou 
likeſt him not. 7s Chriſt 
divided ſaith the Apoſtle, 
I Cor, 1. This is to-xeceive 
a divided Chriſt, They did 

G2 wretch- 


PENS 


t- 


TED 


2.12) with verſe 16. To 
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wretchedly to part C/hriſts | 
Rayment , but they doe 
more wretchedly that 
will part, and divide Chrift 
himſelfe, that will divide 
his Kingdome from his 
Prieſthood, that will re- 
ceive him for a Saviour, 
but not a Prince, that will 
receive him anun-throned 
Prieſt, It 1s an whole 
Chriſt that muſt be recci. 
ved, Hee that reccives 
not all, reccivcs none at; 
all. | 

Secondly, by thar, Tohn 


4 many 41 viic ich him 
T herc Wore tion that dd 


receive him. {ww we 
they LAowh # 7 +» ts. 
*f, were hee all re: 1nd 
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Grace for Grace. So then 
here are two things. Firſt, 
They that receive Chriſt 
receive of his fulneſle, and 
are in their degree filled 
with Chriſt, They that 
receive Chriſt, receive of 
that, yea reccive that in 
their meaſure which 1s in 
him : of his fulneſſe mee 
receive. Secondly, they re- 
ccive of his fulnele Grace 
' for Grace, as the child 
hath all parts anfwerable 
to hs Father from whom 
| bc receives life, and bring, | 
2s the waxe receives prone, | 
for prime aniwer.ble :0 
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that with wh Chrift is hl- 
led but in his degree and. 
meaſure reccives of eve- 
ry grace that is in Chriſt, 
1 10h.4.17. As heis,ſ0 are we 
inthis world. All Chriſtians 
that have received Chr!/t 
in this world are as he 1s, 
They have, and beare up- 
on them the prints,ſtamps, 
Imprefhions of the ſame 
graces thatarein him. That 
as Salomon (peakes in ano- 
ther caſe, Prov. 27. 19. As 
| 12 water face anſwers to face, 
ſo a Chriſtian receiving 
Chriſt,anſwers to him face 
to face, bearcs his Image, 
the ſtampe,and impreſſion 
of his graces, for Chriſt 
once received, and enter- | 
tainedinto the heart, isan | | 

aſſimi-! | 


—_— 


=. Aa 


SCuni "I, of | 147 


CEREEOEe 


aflimilating Chrift, an alte- 
ring, changing Chriſt, that 
turnes every foule into 
'the likeneſſe of himſelte. 
Chriſt wee ſaw before was 
\reccived both by the eye 
and hand of faith, The re- 
| Ceiving of Chriſt by the 
'eye when hee is indeede 
received,it works ſtrange- 
ly, 2 Cor. 3. 18. Theviſi- 
on of Chriſt by the eye 
of faith is a transforming 
vilon. As the bleſſed vi- 
{ſion of {Chrift ſhall make 
us gloriouſlyl ike him, 
1 John 3. 2. Wee ſhall bee 
(like him, for wee ſhall ſee | 
him as he is. So allo the 
fight of Chrift by faith 
doth make us gratiouſly ' 
like him, holy, heavenly, : { 
G 4 (piri- 
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ſpirituall, full of goodnes, 
zeale,love,compaſſon, &c. 
Now if the ſceing of Chriſt 
by faith will worke ſuch 
changes, ſuch aſhmilation, 
{uch conformity to Chriſt, 
what will then the Recci- 
ving of him, & the taking 
him home into our hearts, 
and ſoulcs doe ? How 
much more will that tranſ- 
forme a man into the I- 
mage of Chriſt « By this 
then may men bee tryed 
whether they have recei- 
| ved Chriſt or no. If thou 
have of Chriſts fulneſle, if 
with Stephen, Acts 6. full 
of faith and the Holy Ghoſt, 

if with the Romans. filled 
w:th knowledge and all good- 
nes. Rozs.15.4.1t as the Cal- 


& lofians | 
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loſians, Col. 1.9. then thou 
haſt received of Chriſts 
tulneſſe, and having recei- 
ved of his fulncſſe, thou 
haſt received Chriſt, for 
none can receive of his ful- 
neſle till they haye recei- 
ved him. If thou have in 
thee the Graces that are 
in Chriſt, Grace over a- 
gainſt Grace, meekeneſle, 
Humility, Heavenly min- 
dedneſle, Love, &c. which 
were in him. This Grace 
for Grace,argues that thou 
haſt received of his ful 

neſſe, and ſo haſt received 
himſelfe. If thou be chan. 
ocd,conformed,and tran!- 
formed to his Image,thou 
haſt received him, Burt 


this ſhewes how many 
G5 have 
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have not received him, 
They are full indeede, but 
of what are they full, and 
with what are they filled. 
They are fall as they. Row. 
r. 29. as he AG. 5. 3. Ad, 
12.10. full as they. 2 Pet. 
2. 14. eyes full of advitery, 
[NEALE full of worldlines, 
ind earthlinceſſc, heads full 
of wine and ſtrong drinke, 
mouthes full of oathes 
and curfing, hands full of 
blood. Now is this the 
tulneſſe of Chriſt ? Is this 
of the fulneſſe of Chrift,or 
of the fulnes of the devill e 


race for Grace £ Chriſt 
was Humbles, rhey are 
proud ; Chriſt was com- 
paſſionate,they mercileſle, 


A. fre men agalne received 
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| Chriſt was loving, they 


are hatefull, and hating 
one another ; Chriſt hea- 
venly, and ſpirituall, they 
carthly , and carnall, &c. 
Is this Grace over againſt 
Grace ? or vice Or grace- 
leſnes over againſt Grace. 
Art thou in this world 
like unto Chriſt ? and 


did hee live as thou now 


doſt : of Chriſts fulneſſe 
therefore have not men 
received,neyther yet have 
they received Chriſt him- 
ſelfe. 

Thirdly, they that re- 
ceive Chriſt receive him 
inthat way, and in thoſe 
meanes wherein God of- 
fers him, yea and withall 
their hearts receive thar, 

wherein 
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have nor received him. 
They are full indeede, bur 
of what are they full, and 
with what are they filled, 
They are fall as they. Rom. 
r. 29. as he AQ. 5. 3. Act, 
13.10. full as they. 2 Pet. 
2. 14. cyes full of advltery, 
hearts full of worldlines, 
ind earthlineflc, heads full 
of wine and ſtrong drinke, 
mouthes full of oathes 
and curling, hands full of 
blood. Now is this the 
tulneſſe of Chriſt # Is this 
of the fulneſſe of Chriſt,or 
of the fulnes of the devill e 


FErac men agalne received 


'Crace for Grace £ Chriſt 
was Humbleg, they are 
proud ; Chriſt was com- 
paſſionate,thcy mercilefle, 


Chriſt 


1 
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Chriſt was loving, they 
are hatefull, and hating | 
one another ; Chriſt hea- 
venly, and ſpirituall, they 
carthly , and carnall, &c. 
Is this Grace over againſt 
Grace ? or vice Or grace- 
leſnes over againſt Grace. 
Art thou in this world 
like unto Chriſt ? and 
did hee live as thou now 
'|doſt - of Chriſts fulneſſe 
' [therefore have not men 
received,neyther yet have 
they received Chriſt him- 
ſelfe. 

Thirdly, they that re- 
ceive Chriſt receive him 
inthat way, and in thoſe 
meanes wherein God of- 
fers him, yea and withall 
their hearts receive thar, 
wherein 


Right Receiving. 

wherein , and whereby 
Chriſt is received. God 
offers Chriſt to bee recei- 
ved in his word, andthe 
miniſtry of rhe Goſpell. 
They that receive Chrilt, 
receive his word , and. in 
his word doe receive him. 
A man that will receive 
TIewels muſt receive the 
casket in which the Iew- 
ells are, hee that will re- 
ceive ſuch gold, and rrea- 
ſure muſt receive the 
purſe & the cheſtin which 
the gold and treaſure 1s. 
Mat: 10.40. Hee that re- 
cerves you receives me, And 
how are they reccived ? 
verſe 14. Whoſoever ſhall 
not receive you, nor _ 
your *worgs, Therctore 
OP Chriſts 


| 


|| 
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Chriſts miniſters are recei- 
ved when their words are 
heard, and received; when 
the word 15 received, the 
miniſters are received, and 
when they reccived, Chiiſt 
is received. So here inthe 
text; CAsyehavereceived 
Chriſt. How and when did 
they receive him? As ye 
have received Chriſt, and 

as ye have beenetaught, ver. 


they were taught by the 
miniſtry of the Word. We 
ſee Adts 2. 41, that ſome 


[received the word gladly. 


It was a good figne they 
received: Chriſt, hee that 
receives the: ordinance as 


conveyed, and receives 
that. 


7.they received him when | 


that by which Chriſt is | 


em. 
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| members, Matth. 10. 49. 
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that truthin the word into 
his heart, that man re- 
ceives Chriſt, Ler men 
try themſelves by this. Is | 
Godsordinance reſpected, 
and his truth received into 
thine hcart © a good figne | 
that Chriſt is received. 
But how many talke and 
bragge of Receiving Chri/t 
that deſpiſe his ordinance, 
and reſiſt, and reje that 
truth therin diſpenſed. Be. 
bold to conclude againſt 
ſuch men that,they receive 
not Chriſt. 

Fourthly , Hee that re- 
ceives Chriſt receives 
gladly all that belong to 
Chriſt, his miniſters, his 


Hee that receives you ve-| 


CervVes | 


i 
—_——— 


- of Cunrve. 
cetves me, and ſo likewile 
hee that receives mee, rc- 
ceives you. The Galathi- 
ans had received Chriſt, 
and therfore ſee how Paul 
was received. Gal. 4. 14. 
Ye received me as an Anzel 
of God, yea as leſus Chriſt, 
Afigne they received Ic- 
ſus Chriſt. Thatas Paul 
ſpeakes to Philemon of 0- 
neſimus. Philem. 17. If thou 
count me therefore a partner, 
Recerve him as my ſelfe, So 
ſaies Chrilft ro all that re- 
ceiv2 him of his Miniſters, 
if you have received me, 
receive my miniſters as my 
ſelfe. And ſo for his mem- 
bers. Mat. 10. 41. He that 
receiveth a Diſciple. He that 
reccives Chriſt, receives a 
Diſciple, receives him into 

love, 
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love,fellowſhip, and com- 
munion. When a man 
entertaines, and receives 
a friend, he alſo entertaines 
and receives his ſervants. 
If rhe ſervants ſhould not 
be received, bur bee ſhut 
our, the Maſter would not 
thioke himſelfe heartily 
received of ſuch a man, 
Shal the rriall be put upon 
this one thing ! Judge 
then whether Chriſt bee 
received by men in the 
world by their receiving 
his Miniſters as his Mini- 
ſters, his members as his 
members. Te ſuffer fooles 
gladly ſaies Paul. 2 Cor. 
11.19. So menneccive 
fools, filers, jeſters, 
players; they receive good 

fel- | 
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fellowes, gameſters, drun- 
kards,{wearers,&c. Theſe 
men they receive gladly. 
[But a Minifter of Chritt, 
[and a member of Chriſt.as 
ſuchanone,how gladly is | 
hee received into our hou- 
ſes, and companies? As 
eladly as water is received 
into the ſhip : mens con- 


tempt,and ſcorne of theſe, 
reſtifies how they have re- 
cciyed Chriſt. 

Thus much for the Ar- 
gument by which he preſ- 
ſes to the duty. The Du- 
7 followes, So walke 1m 

;m.By walking he meanes 
a going forward 1n the 
waics of Godlines,tor wal 


I 


king is a progreſsive mo- 
tion. Before we cone to | 
the 


oO ET 


| PPhoſoever they are, that 
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the duty ; firſt trom the| 
ſubjoyning this to the for. 
mer, As ye havereceived 
Chriſt, ſo walke. Learne 
thus much. 


Right Receiving 


uk Mo 


have indeed received 
Chriſt,they do walke 
is him, 


F= that Receive 
Chriſt eyther in rhe 
word,or inthe Sacramentr, 
they doe walk in him, that 
is, they doe in his ſtrength 
walke in obedience and 
fruitfulneſſe before God. 
True receivers of Chriſt, 
are walkeys in Chriſt,Chrift 


truely 


at 
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trucly received ſets men 
on walking. As taith hath 
aneyeto ſee Chriſt,and his 
exccllencies, as it hath ax 


hand to reach out, and to 


receive Chriſt, ſo it hath 
allo a foote to walke in 
Chriſt, It is in this caſe as 


| not walke but was carried 


It was in that A#s 3.inthe 
healing of the creeple, one 
that was lame fro his mo- 
thers wombe. Hee could 


abour, verſe z. Now Peter 
cures this man ;' And how 
the cure was wrought, he 
tells them verſe 12. and 
16. Why looke ye ſo earneſtly 
on us, as though by our owne 
Power, or holineſſe wee had 
made this man to walke. The 
Name of Chriſt through 
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faith in his Name,hath made 


which is by him hath given 
him this perfeet ſoundneſſe. 
It is ſaidv.7. That his feet & 
ankcle boxes recerv'd ſtrtgth, 
and he leaping ſtood, and 
walked and entred into the 
Temple leaping and walking. 
So then the creeple by 
faith receiving Chriſt into 
heart, verſe 16. doth re- 
ceive ſteng:h into his 
limbes co leape,and walke, 
yea ſo as verſe 9. All the 
people ſaw bim walking. 
Now juſt ſo it is Spiritual- 
ly with all that receive 
Chriſt. Though before 
they were errant creeples, 
creeples from the wombe, 
that could not ftirre one 


foote 


—— 
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| this man ſtrong, yea the faith \ 
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yer when. once by faith 
they receive Chriſt ipto 
their hearts the, feere and 
anckle bones of their 
foules immediately re- 
ceive ſtrength, and they 
preſently fall ro walking, 
lo that all the people may 
ſce them walking , doing 
thoſe duties, performing 
that ſervice and obedience 
which before they did 
not. There was another 
creeple healed. Ads 14. 
$. who was a creeple from 
his mothers wombe, who had 
never walked, Hee heares 
Paul preach verſe 9. Paul 
ſees that hee had faith in 
him to bee healed, and 


thereupon bids him ſtand 
upon 


foote in the waies of God, | 
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upon his feere, And hee 
leaped and walked.verſe 10, 
So it is true ſpiritually , 
though a man have beene 
a creeple all his dayes, one 


that never walked, never |. 


did any duty of obedience 
fince hee was borne, yer 
when once a man hath 
faith, and by faith hath re- 
ceived Chriſt : Chriſt by 
faith received will make 
ſuch an one walke, as ne- 
ver walked before. Wee 


ſhall ſee thar amongſt o- | 


cher things our Saviour 
did, it was uſually one 
ching with him to heale the 
lame, and to ſet them or 
walking. Mat. 15. 30. 31. 


| And Mat. 21.14. The mi- 


racles, & cures that Chrift 
wrought 


"> TY TF WW 


of Cuntsrx. 


wrought upon mens bo 
dies, were but to teach 
what a Chriſt hee ſhould 
bee Spiricually to mens 
ſoules. It taught that 
Chriſt received into the 
ſoule ſhould preſently cure 
the lameneſle thereof, and 
being once received hee 


makes lames ſoules walke | 


that never walked before. 
So Roms, 8. 1, There is n0 
condemnation to them that 
are in Chrift leſus., When 
wearein Chriſt, then hee 
Sinus; Thenhe is in us, 
and wee are in him when 
we reccive him. But what 
kinde of perſons are they 
that are in Chriſt,8 Chriſt 
'n them, that have recet- 
ved Chriſt, who walke af 


rer 
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| which Chr;/# walked. And 
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ter the Spirit. Therefore 
where Chriſt is received, 
hee ſets men awalking in 
the duties of holineſſe,and 
obedience. When wee 


bides in us, ſo we abide in 
him. Now when a man 
hath received Chriſt, ſo as 
he abides in him, what will 
that man doe 2 See 1 lohn 


| 2. 6. He that ſayes he abides 


in him,ought himſclfe alſo to 
walke. And how muſt hee 
walke 2 Even as he walked. 
Chriſt was a walking 
Chriſt, ard ſo every chri- 


| ſtian that hath received 


Chrift muſt bee a walking 
chriſtian, And muſt, and 
will walke in that way in 


the 
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receive Chriſt, as hee a- 
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the reaſons of this are 
tWO. 
1. That 1 lohn 5. 12, 
Hee that hath the ſonne hath 
life, hee that hath not the 
| ſonne hath ot |. fe. He that 
[receives the ſon receives 
life, life from Chriſt can- 
not be idle,and aflcepe,but 
its active,(tirring,and full 
'ofmotion. Wherc Chriſt 
isreceived, ſpirituall life is 
received, and ſpirituall life 
will ſer a man awalking,8 
[a working, Gal.5.25.1f we 
live in the Spirit, let us alſs 
'walke inthe ſpirit ,, Sothat 
where there is ſpiritual life, 
the reis ſpirituall walking, 
And where Chriſt 15 recet- 
ved there is ſpirituall lite, 
for he that hath the Son hath 


Is 


$ life, 
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life, And hee that hath re- 
ceived the ſonne hath the 
ſonne,tor we come to have 
him by recerving of him. 
Ir is poffible that in na- 


ture a man may have life 
and yet not walke , but} 
where ſpirituall life is, | 
there will bee walking. 
Chriſt received, lives in us. 


ſo he walkes in us, and 
makes us walke in him. 
2. Becanſe Chriſt be- 


ing received, the Spirir of 
Godis received al{o,as we 
ſaw betore. Now, the fpt- 
rit of God being received, 
hee will make us walke in 
durics of obedience. Eze. 
36. 27. 1 will put my ſpirit 
within you, and cauſe you to 


walke | 


Gal. 2. 20. Andashelives | 
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walke in my ſtatutes.” Chriſt 
received , the Spirit is 
received ; the ſpirit recei- 
ved cauſes a man to walke, 
ſo that where Chriſt is re- 
ceived a man muſt ncedes 
walke. 


Cuas Kb 


Trialls of Mens Recei- 
vinz of Chriſt. 


IS * this, may men try 


| themſelves whether 
they have received Chriſt 
.or not. Men heare the 
| Goſpell daily Preached 
unto them, and live un- 
|der the Miniſtry of the 
| word in which Chriſt is 
| H 2 offe. 
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offered unto them. Doe 
they receive Chriſt thus 
offered chem £ yes thar|| 
they doe by all meanes, if | 
you will belceve them. 
Men frequently receive 
the Sacrament,and not one 
receives, bur he hopes hee 
reccives Chriſt into his 
heart. Now it deepely 
concernes us ſerio:ſly to 
examine our ſelves whe- 
ther 1n truth wee have re- 
ceived Chriſt or no, after 
ſo much ute of his Ordi- 
nances. If under ſo much 
Preaching, and after ſo 
much receiving the Sacra- 
ment, wee have not recei- 
ved Chriſt, we are ina mi- 
{crable condition. Let us| 
therefore afcer ſo much | 
hearing, | 
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hearing,and recciving,exe 
amining our ſelves whe- 
ther wee have received 
Chriſt, or not. How ſhall 
wee then know it « This 
is a ſure thing, where 
Chriſt 1s received it wall 
be ſcene, and may bee dil- 
cerned. We ſhall ſec Mar. 
7. 24 that Chriſt entrcd 
into a houſe, and would 
have no man knowee it, 
bur, ſaies the text, he could 
not be hid. Where ever 
Chriſt is then, hee cannot 
bec hid. He could nor be 
hid in the houſe into 
which hee was received, 
bur hee was heard of, hee 
was ſeene,and taken notice 
of. And if hee could not 


bee hid inthe houſe into 
H 3 which 
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which hee was received, 


hid in the hcarc into 
which he'is Received. Ir 
is a thouſand times eaſter 
to hide him in an houſe 
then to hide him in an 
heart. If therefore ye have 
received Chriſt he cannot 
be hid ; why ſo-s Becaulc, 
{ where heeis received hee 
{crs men a walking in bim, 
22d inthe waies of gadli- 
neſſe, Well then, If wee 
walke in Chriſt, if wee 
walke in obedience to 
Gods coimmandements, if 
we walke holily , and relt- 
giouſly,then hereis matter 
of ſweete comfort unto us, 


| then much leſle can he bee. 


ps. 
——— 


Certainely ſuch as walke | 
in Chriſt have received | 
him. 


Ir | 
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him. As wee cannot re- | 
ceive him , but wee muſt 
walke in him, ſo we cannot 
walke in him, but we muſt 


receive him. -Our wal- 
king in him is an infallible 
evidence of our receiving 
him. Bur on the contrary, 
this ſhewes how few. have. 
'received Chriſt in rhe. 
| Word and Sacrament, be- 
cauſe fo few doe walke in 
him. - Doe- but conſider 
what your waiking is. Doe 
[not men walke as Epref. 2. 
.2. Te walked according to 
the courſe of this world, ac. 
cording to the: prince of 1he 
pewey of the ayre, the ſpirit | 
that now workes inthe chil- 
dren of diſobedience. Doe 
' tot men walke as Epheſ. 4- 
H 4 I7. 
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inthe vanity of their mindes, 
having their underſtanding 
darkencd &rc. Doc not ma- 
ny walke as they, Philip. 3. 
18. 19. Many walke whoare 
the enemies of the cvroſſe, 
whoſe God is their belly, 
' who mind earthly things, 
Doe not many walke as 
1 Pet. 4.3. When we walked 
in laciviouſneſſe, luſts, ex- 
ceſſe of wine, revellings ban- 
quettings, and abominable 
Idolatries. Doe not many 
walke in theſe walkes, 
and. yet talke of recciv- 
Chriſt ?. In Gods 
feare, Judge whether ſuch 
walking, bee walking in 
Chriſt. Call yee walking 


| 


ia the luſts of the ſ& ſh, the 
EE luſts 


——— 
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17,18. As the Gentiles walke 
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I | uſts of the world, the: 


If wee would profefſedly 
q | would we,or could we'doe 
J [other £ Lay rogether Eph. 
7 [learned Chriſt, then have 

received Chriſt, Let ſuch 


| |thar all their hearing, and 


me 


| 


luſts of the divell, call ye 
this a walking in Chriſt ; 


walke our of Chriſt, what 


4.17.18. with 20.21.1tf {uch 
walkers have not in truth | 


not ſuch walkers intruth 


walkers in their confci- 
ences judge whether ſuch 
walking bee walking in 
Chriſt, or in Satan. And 
do they that receive Chri/f 
walke, in Satan ? Let all 
ſuch know once for all, 


receiving the Sacrament 


notwithſtanding chey have | 


not received Chriſt. A, 
H 5 wa!- ' 


I5 
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walking in Chriſt , will 
proove a receiving of 
Chriſt, if no walking in 
him, thea no receiving of 
him. . | | 

Now more particularly 
for the Duty. - Walking, 
| that is going on, and for- 
{ ward in dutics of Rcligi- 
on, and obedience, and 
walking in hi, that is by 
his power, and ſtrengeth, 
or 1» himthat is according 
to his will, or patrerne. 
Learnc hence: 


” Hl of Cunrsr, 


OY 


Cuae. XII. 


| 

il 

|Ft is a Chriftians duty to 
| walke in Cur1sr. 


| 7 Up the duty of 4 Chriſtian 
3:0 walke, to be in motion, 
in a progreflive motion, 

and going forwards. A 
chrittian muſt not bee a 

talker, a talker oncly, but 
he muſt be a walker. It is 
cafe to talke of Chriſt, 


| though that be more then | 


many will doe, but iris 
not ſo calle, nor ſo ordi- 
[nary to walke in him. Ir 
is a good figne of a mans 
being in Chriſt. Rox. 8. 1. 


are in him. But how may 


they bee knowne that are 
1') 


No condemnation to ſuch as | 


| 9 


% 
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the Spirit. 


we are ſurc he 1salive. 

It is a ſignea manis in 
{pirituall health, Ariſe 
ſfaics Chriſt to the palſcy 


| man, T ake up thy bed and 


walke. Luke 5, It was a 
fgne he was healcd when 
he could walke, 

Sick men that keepethcu 
beds cannot walke, Itisa 
figne that men. have their 
fpirituallfighr,and limbes, 
when they can walke. The 
lame,and the blind,cannot 


walke, 


Right Receiving. b 


v4 
inhim ? They walke after | 


It is a ſure figne,and evi- 
dence of ſpirituall life. 
Gal. 5.25. If nelive in the. 
ſpirit, let us alſa walke inthe 
ſpirit. If we ſee aman walk, | 


OO 
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are | bland. ::Men that are 
bodily. blind can, and doe 
walke, but it is impoſsible 
for men ſpiritually blinde 
to walke, becauſe it is 1m- 
poſsible to walke bur in 
the way, and impoſsible 
to walke inthe way when 
iris not ſcene. And lame 


perſons wanting limbes, 
and leggs,as blind perſons 
'want eyes, neither can 
they walke, but whenmen 
| walke,it is a ſure hgne that 
| they-have their eyes, their 
| leggs,their health,and ſpi- 
tuall lite. 
- Teis aſigne of ſpiritual 
ſtrength. A child hath lite 
| bur cannot walke, becauſe 
bs is - weake, and wants 
ſtrength, 


walke. Ignorant perſons; | 
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ſtrength, bur as 2t growes 
ſtrong, ſo ir gers abilicy to 
walke. And when a child 
canonce walke, itis a ſtgne 
it hach naturall :ſtrengrh. 
So here, it weehavefame 
ſeedes, and beginnings of 
ſpirituall life, yer wee arc 
but babes, . and infirme 
weakelings - till we can 
wealke.But when once we 
doe walke it is a figne that 
wee are growne 1n grace, | 
& have gotten ſome mea- | 
ſure of ſpirituall ſtrength. 
Zech. 10. 12. TI will treng- 
then him in the Lord , and 
they ſhall walke up and 
aowne in his Name, When 
therefore men walke up 
and downe in the name of 
the Lord, it is afigne they 


are | 


are Rreogthened in the 
Lord. wr Te 
It isa figne of Commu- 
nion with God, and bene- 
fir received in the uſe of | 
his ordihances the word 
and Sacramenr. Gen. 29.1. 
Then Facob lifted up his 
feete, and walked, and went | 
#n his journey; Then,name- 
ly after the fſweete com- | 
munion he had with God | 
in Bethel, And fo when 
wee lift up our feete, and | 
walke, with renewed vi- 
oour, and ſtrength, 'it is a 
ligne we have had fellow- 
ſhip with God in his word, 
and Sacrament. 7ſay 2. 3. 
Hee will teach us his waies | 
and wee will walke in his 
pathes. Iris aſigne are 
im 
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teaching of us, and that 


R ieht R eceiving 
' himſclte hath bad the 


in the miniſtry of the 
word, we have had com- 
munion with him when 


here in the text , walking 
in Chriſt 1s made an evi- 
dence of Receiving Chriſt, 
Then may a man bee 
knowne to have received 
Chriſt in the word and 
Sacrament , when upon 


theſe duties done a man, 


{ers to walking. 

It condemnes ſuch as 
will be chriſtians, but walk 
nor. The world 1s full of 
talkers, but walkers are 
rare to bee found. .Religt- 
on mult bein the tongue. 
'and it 1s that ſhould bee 

talked 


[once we fall a walking. So 


_— 


—_ . — 


———_< 


» keep COM 3 | +] 


of Cnunnrsry. 


q talked of , though many 
[men are more aſhamed to 


q have holy & good ſpeech 
J come from them, then 
q [to have oathes, and fil- 
q [thy comunicatio fall from 


their mouthes. I doe nor 
codemne talking of Chriſt, 
talking of Religion; Nalse 
& ſpare not, bur yer walke 
withall , adde walking to 
your talking, and then are 
yeright chriſtians indeed. 
Ser your feere on WOrke as 
well as your tongues, and 
then yee ſhall bridle the 
tongues of enemics. Tt 

condemnes alſo Sedentary 
chriſtians thar ſer them 

downe, and fir ſtill. Sit- 

ting is for heaven. That 


—— 


” 
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is the Reſt that remaines for 
the people of God. But this 
life is no Reſting, but a wal- 
king life. Wee muſt not 


come to ſit upon thrones, 
till wee come to ſit dorrne 
with Abraham, Jſaac, and 
Tacob in the Xingdome of 
God. Ir condemnes alſo 
ſuch kinde of Chriſtians | 
that have ſome times ſome | 
fies of -goodnes, burgoe 
not on. They havetheit 
good words , but they 
are ſoone over, This is' 
not to. walke , walking 
is a conſtant continued 
pace in good, A theife 
may ſometimes walke on 
in the high way, but hee 


will not ſtay long in ir, but 
quick- | 


2 of Carl ; ini 
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quickly rurnes afide into 
one by way or other ,| 
| wheras the honeſt travel- 
| ler keepes on, and goes on 
an end till he comes to his 
journeys end. Ir is one | 
thing to walke on 1n the 
waies of God, and another 
thing to tak: a few ſteps, 
and our againe. Such are 
no walkers. A godly man 
who for his ſerled courſe 
walkes on-i the waiesof 


obedience,may ſometimes | 
through rentation- , and 
infirmiry ſtep aſide into 
the waies of finne; yet for 
all that he cannot bee ſaid 
to walke in thoſe waies. 
Pſal. 1.1. Hee walkes not 
- on counſell of the ungod- 


. And fo a morall ora| 
wicked 


—— 


| 


| 


| 
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wicked man may ſome- 
times be ina good duty,or 
a good way, bur ye be- 
cauſe his conſtant courſe 
bends, and goes another 
way, he cannot bce ſaid to 
walke in the wajes of 
God. 

And ſo much for the 
firſt thing exhorted unto. 
The ſecond followes. To 
bee Rooted in Chriſt, to a 


Chriſt. verſe 7. Rooted in 
him. It is a metaphor ta- 
ken from trees. Trees have 
no ſtability, nor firmeneſlſe 
unleſſe they roote into 
firme earth, neicher have 
wee any firmeneſſe un- 
leſſe wee roote deepe in 

Chriſt. 


ſtability , and ſReadfaſt- | 
| neſſe in the profeſsion of | 


—— 
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Chrift. - The point wee 
| | learne hence 1s this. 


| nn toner erect. 


De 


Cuat, X11 


It is not enoweh for a Chriſts- 
an to profeſſe, and beare the 
N ame of Chriſt, but he 
»nſt bee Rooced 


in him. 


Hriſtians muſt bee 
: Rootedchriſtians.Chr:ſt 
iS the ſoyle of a chriſtian 
ſoule, and a chriſtian ſoule 
mult Roote in this ſoyle. 
That looke as B:ldad 
ſpeakes in another caſe of 
a wicked mans outivard e- 
ſtate, and flouriſhing in the 


world. Job 8. 17, His 
Rootes 
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Roptes are wrapped about the 
heape, and ſees the place of 


ſtones ; that is , hee rootes 
deeply, and ſpreads about 
| his roots, like a tree that 
hath its Rootes folded in 
the earth, & whoſe roores 
run ittamon2ſt the ſtones, 
ſo ſhould ir be with achri- ' 
ſtian : He ſhould ſo roote 
into Chriſt,that his rootes 
ſhould wrap about thc 
hcape, wrap about Chri{L 
hee ſhould have a folfed 
rootc in Chriſt. Chriſt 1s 
a Roote. Apoc. 12. 16.7 
am the Roote and offsping of 
David, the Roote, and 
Branch of David. How 
can Chriſt be both rootest 
and Branch ? Wee reade 


of the Roote of Feſſe, Jſay 
II. 


—_— — 
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11.1. And 'Chriſt is cal | 
led the Branch.Zech 6. 12. 
Beholdthe man whoſe name | 
is the Branch, If David 
theft be Chriſts Roote,and | 
Chriſt his Branch, how is 


vid, and David and all the 
fairhfull his Branches: lon 
15.5.1 am the vine,the vine 
roote, and yer are the Bran- 
ches ? And yet both theſe 
are true; Thar Chnift 1s 
both the Rovore,& Branch | 
of David. Take him in his 
humane nature, according 
tothe fleſh, and heis the 
Branch of David, for hc 
was made of the ſecede of 
David, according to the 
ficſh. Romans 1. 3. But 
conſider him in both na- 


rures 
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| tures joyntly in one per- 
ſon, and ſo he is the Roote 
of David, and of all the 
faithfull. And as hee is 
the Roote, ſo ſhould all 
the fairhfull roote them- 
ſelves inco this Roote, 
Rooted in him. Hee is the 
Roote inco. which all rrue 
chiiſtians muſt root them- 
| ſelves. And that upon 
cheſe realons. 

Firſt, All rrue Chriſti- 
ans muſt grow. Ir is that 
which is often called for in 
Scripture. 2 Pet. 3. 18. 
| Grow 11 Grace, Pet. 2. 2. 
| thatye may grow. There 


| isnothing that doth more 
' evidence the Truth of 
| Grace, then che growth. 
| Then achriſtian may have 


good 


— 


| 
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good cvidence that hee is 
a crue Chriſtian, when he 
isSagrowing chriſtian. And 
a man that growes nor in 
Grace,and goodneſſe, may 
juſtly queſtion che cruch 
oft his Grace and goodaes, 
rhe truth of his chriſtiani- 
ty. SO that it much con- 
cernesa Chriſtian to grow. 
Now looke how much it 
concernes achriſtian ro be 
a growing Chriſtian, ſo 
much it concernes h:m to 
be a Rooted chriſtian, to 
be Rootcd in Chriſt, Be- 
cauſe unlefſe a man bee 
rooted in Chriſt, it is im- 
poſsible hee ſhould grow. 
Wee ſee in nature that 
plants, and trees firſt roote 


before they grow, & their 
I growth 


| 
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growth followes atcer 
their rooting. So much 
appeares by that compa- 
riſon. Fob 8. 16. 17, Hes 
greene , and his branchis 
ſhoote, And this comcs 
from that which tollowes, 
His rootes are wrapped about 
the heape. Hee rootes, and 
therefore hee ſhoots. A 
tree c:nnot roote til] it 
ſhoote, So ler. 12. 2. the 
Prophet comparing wick- 
ed men totrees, Thos haſt, 
ſaith he, planted them, yea 
they have taken yoote, they 
grow. But firſt rake roote, 
and then grow. So chri- 


{t1ans muſt grow, but yet 
betore they can groin, 


they mnſt firſt bee planted 
and take roote, God pro. 
m1- 


—_— 4 tn 
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1 will bee as the dew an- 


q i ver can a Chriſtian grow as 


| . My Doctrine , ſaies Moſes, | 
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| miſes to make his Church 
'grow , and her bran- 
| ches to ſpread, bur with- 
| all hee promiſes to make 
| her roote. Hoſ. 14.5. 6. 


| to Iſrael, he (hall grow as the 
| Lilly, and caſt forth his 


 rootes 4s Lebanon, his bran- 


ches ſhall ſpread, cc. Ne- 


a Lilly, though hee beun- 
der daily dewes , nor his 

branches ſpread unlefle he 

' caſt forth his rootes as Le- 
banon , as the trees, and 

| Cedars of Lebanon, What 

are dewecs without Roots? 


fhall drop as the Kayne, my 
| ſpeech ſhall drſtill as the dew... 


Deat.32.2. Thougha man ' 
{ 3 live | 


l 


th 
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live under the dew of the 
| miniſtery, which is a good 
meanes of growth, yet if 
he want a Roote in Chriſt 
he will never grow. The 
deeper a tree is Rooted, 
the more it growes. The 
greater the roote, the dee- 
per, and wider it ſpreads 
it ſelfe , the greater is the 
procerity of that tree. A 


buſh growes , bur growes 
not to the height that a} 
Cedar doth, nor to the | 
reacnefſe an oake doth, | 
pagers the roote of a buſh. 
is but ſmall. Ir rootes not 
as an oake, as a Cedar, and 
thercfoceriſes nor, ſpreads 
not as doth an oake, or a | 
Cedar. Wee ſee divers 
ſizes of chriſtians, ſome 
greater 


DO 2 —— WI <I=—_ on  —__—_— — —  ——— as EY > IE 


| | out their rootes _ 
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oreater, ſome lefler, ſome 
| higher , ſome lower trees 
'of Righteouſneſſe. Whar 
' may the reaſon of it bee ? 
Are they not all ſer, and 
'Planted inthe ſame ſoyle? 
Is it not the ſame Chriſt 
'that feedes and nouriſhes 
themall 2 Iris ſo, and yet- 
theſe trees though al fer in 
the ſame ſoyle, all fed by 
the ſame ſap, yetare thicy 

notall of the ſame height 

& bigneſſe: And the reaſon 

is, becauſe they all roote | 
notalike. Some root deeper 
' then others, ſome ſpread 


'then others, and ascvery 
| one rootes, ſo every one 
' growes.Sec how the Pial- 
| miſt ſpeakes, Pſal. 80. 9. 


| [3 _ 10. 


+. Mean 
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10, ot that vine. 11 filled the 
land, the hills were covered 
with the ſhadow of it , the 
bonghes thereof were like the 
goodly Cedars, exc. And all 
came from this, Thou car. 
ſedſt it to take deepe roote. 
So that the deeper roote, 
the d&eper growth ; And 
_ | ſointhis cafe, the deeper 

| ro0t we take in Chriſt, the 

| greater growth we have in 

| Chriſt, & grace. Inaſmuch 
then as every chriſtian 1s 
bound to grow, & there ts 
no growth without a root, 
therefore muſt every chri- 
{tian root in Chriſt. Every 
chriſtianis bound to grow 
exceedingly. 2 Theſ.z.ther- 
fore it concernes a chriſt 
an nor only to bee rooted, 
but to be deepely rooted 
| in 
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in Chriſt, becauſe ſo as we 

'roote, ſo we grow propor- 

tionably.The deeperroote 

the greater and fairer 
rowth. 

Secondly, All true chri- 
ſtians muſt beare fruit. 
What called for more fre- 
quently, Matth. 3. Bring 


gloriftie God. 1ohn 15. $. 
Hereby we give evidence 
that we are Chriſts Diſci- 
ples. Tohn 15.8. Hereby 
wee give evidence of our 
union with Chri/f, Tohn 15. 
5. It is a dangerous thing 
not to bring forth fruite. 


matter therfore of greate 
neceſsity ro bring forth 
fruit. Now it is impolsi- 
ble ro bring forth the 


L- I 4 fruits 


forth fruit. Hereby wee | 


Iohn 15.2. Mat. 3. 10. A; 


| 
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ritunlcfſe wee bee rooted 
in Chriſt. In nature no 
roore no fruite. Hof. 9.16. 
Their roote 15 dryed up, they 
all beare ns fruit. Thcre 
muſt bee a roote before 
there can be truite, as ey. 
13. 2+ Thou haft planitcd 
them, they have taken roote, 
they bring forth fruit; but 
fir{t,have taken roote. And 
that ſpeech ſhewes as 
much. 2 K:ing.19. 30. They 
ſhall yet againe take yoote 
downeward, and bring forth 
fruit upward. SO it is 1h this 
calc : No ſpirituall roote, 
no ſpiritual fruite. Tude.12, 
Trees without fruit, pluckt 
wp by the roeotes. What 
wonder that they were 
fruitles 


fruits of grace,7nd the ſpi.| 


| 


| 


| of heate he is fruitfull. And 


righeons yeeldeth fruis. It 1s 


[ 
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fruitleſſe, when they were 
rooteleſſe, they muſt needes 
bee without fruit, when 
they were without roote. 
On the contrary, a godly 
man heis fruirfull becauſe 


he is rooted in Chriſt, and 
therefore fruited , bcauſe 
rooted. Jer. 17.8. He is4 
treethat brings forth fruit in 
a time of drought, in atime 


marke whence it comes, 
He ſball be as atree planted 
by the waters, that ſpreads 
out her roots by theriver. 
He is rooted in; hriſt, and 
therfore fruited by Chriſt. 
To which purpole wce 
may allude to that, Prov. 
12. 12. The roote of the 


I5 


not | 
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not the Zranch of the 
nighteous that yeclds fruit, 
but it is the root. [t 1s Chriſt | 
who is the roote of a 
righteous man,and when a / 
man 15S rooted 1n him he | 
yeeldes fruit.Itis impoſsi- | 
ble for a branch without a | 
roote to bring forth fruit. 
That was a miraculous, & | 
extraurdinary caſe, that 
Aarons rod cut off trom the 
ſtock,& withouta root did 
bring forth buds, and blol- 
ſomes, & yeclded almods. 
But in ordinary courſe it is 
athing impoſsible. It is im- 
poſsible for us to bring 
forth Almonds, grapes, or 
any fruit unlefſe wee bee 
rooted in-C hriſt. All fruir 
is from Chriſt the roote. 
Phi- 


| 


| 


{1S ſtill clled for. Colon 23, 
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Philip. t.11. The fruits of 
Holineſſe and righteouſneſſe 
which are by Chriſt, So 
that then there being a ne- 
cc{sity that a chriſtiibring 
forth fruite, and that there 
can be no fruit unlefle hee 
bee rooted in Chriſt, it is 
therefore a thing of ab- 
folure neceſsity that a | 
Chriſtian bee rooted in | 
Chriſt. 

Thirdly, A Chriſtian 
muſt pcr{cvere, and bee 
ſtable in the trurh, muſt 


hold our, and continue. Te 


hc promiſe of ſolvation 
S made to ſuch as perſc- 
vero Heethat pe» ſeveres 10 
the end lhall be ſaved, Mat. 
24, It is made the note 
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of a true chriſtian. 104 8, 
30. And it is that which at 
the laſt day will fill our 
hearts with infinite com- 
tort,and confidence. 1 19h. 
2.28. Nowir is impolsible 
2 man ſhould pefevere, 
and contioue unlcfle be be 
rooted in Chriſt. Boughes 
pluckrt off from crees be- 
ing ſet in water may looke 
freſh and greene for two or 
three dayes, but becauſe 
| chey have no roote, they 
quickly deciy,and dye. A 
ſtaxe, ora poſt is pitched 
in the ground , bur yet 
becauſe it bath no roote,it 
is eafte to wripggcle, and 
plucke it up, and carry it | 
whitherone will. But now [ 
ic is not ſo with a great 
rec 
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tree, there a man may tug, 
aud plicke withall his 
might, and not getit up. 
Set ateame of horſe to an 
oake, and they cannot 
ſtirre, nor move it. And\ 
what 1s the reaſon of this 
difference , but becauſe 
the tree hath aroote that | 
fixes, and faſtens it inthe 


earth, and the ſtake or pot | 
hath none, The ſtony | 
ground made a faire ſhew, 
it ſprang quickly , gave 
fayre and good hopes, but 
yer it came tonothing,bur 
ſoone vanifht; and what 


might the reaſon be £ See 
Matth. 13.6. 20.21. Luke 
8. 13. want of roote was 
their bane, they had no 


roote in Chriſt,and there- 
fore 


— 
———— 
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| fling foundation, hee ſtirres 
recde ſhaken 


——_— 


fore endured not. The 
tree that is rooted, though 
heare, and drought come 
yet ceaſes nor yeelding 
fruite. ler. 179.8. Letaman 
make ever ſo faire a pro- 
teſsion of faith, love, 
zeale, &c. yet if that man 
bee not rooted in Chriſt, 
that man will wither, va- 
niſh, and come to nothing, 
ſpecially, it the Sunne a- 
ri{e,and there come 2 time 
of heate, It 1s ſaid ofa 
righteous man, Prov. 10. 
25, That hee is an everla- 


not, MOVES Nor, is nota 
with the 
winde. How come's it a- 


 boue thar neither hercſfies, 
nor perſecutions,one thing 


nOor 


— 
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nor another ſtirres him,but 
he is Immovcablc 2 See Pro, 
12.3. The roote of the righte- 
0ws ſhall not bee moved, hee 
| hath a rootc, hee is rooted 
'1n Chriſt, and therefore is 


| \not moved. So here the 


| Apoſtles drift is to per- 
[wade the Coloſtans to per- 


ſeverance, and exhorting | 


'them thereunto he wiſhes 
them to berootedin Chriſt, 
' So that inaſmuch as Chri- 
'ſtians ought to perſevere, 
'and that cannot bee done 
\unleſſe a man be rooted in 
| Chriſt, it is therefore of 


' [neceſſity that a man bee | 


rooted in Chriſt. 
Fourthly, See what the 

Apoſtle ſaies Heb. 3. 14- 

Wee are made partakers of 


Chrift 


i em cen 


——_—_—_ 
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Chriſt, That is a pretious 
bleſsing : It ſhould be the 
”—_ of every chriſtian. 
nd iadeede a man is no 
chriſtian indeedetill he be 
made a partaker of Chriſt, 
Wee come to the Lords 
Table for this end to bce 
partakers of Chriſt. Now 
we cannot be partakers of 
Chriſt till we be rooted in 
Chriſt. The:e is no partici- 
pation of Chriſt, till there 
be a Radication in Chriſt, 
No participation of Chr:/t 
inthe Sacramet cill rooted 
in him. A man may come 
to the SacrameEcr, & partake 
of Bread and wine, may be 
partaker of the Lords Ta- 
ble, and yer if hee bee not 
rooted in Chriſt partakes 
not of Chriſt, Herbes and 
trees 


of Cures $1 
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trees are partakers of the. 
hearr, of the ſtrength, of 
the fart of the earth, and 
| the moyſture thereof, be- 
cauſe they are rooted in 

| the earth. So by becing | 
rooted in Chriſt, we come 
to bee partakers of him. 
See that ſame Rom. 11.17. 


Thou wert graffed in amongſt 
them, and with them parta- 
keſt of the roote and fatneſſe 
of the olive. Whena fiance 
is engraffed into anolive, 
it partakes of the fatneſſe 
of the olive; But how? 
Ir firſt partakes of the 
roote. The olive hatha 
roote, by that it partakes 
of the fatnes of the earth, 
and the branchcs by ha- 


ving that roote for their 
rqote 


—_— 
—  — —— 
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roote are made partakers 
of that fatneſfle. There 1s 
a fatneſſe , a ſweetrneſle 
in Chriſt, and a fatneſle, 
and {weetnefle in Gods or- 
dinances. Pſal. 63.5. Now 
when wecome to the Sa- 
crament, we delire to bee 
made partakers of the fat- 
neſſe, and ſweetnefle of 
Chriſt : firſt rhen bee 
rooted in him,and we ſhall 
be made partakersof him, 


| and his ſweetneſſe. Many 


receive the Sacrament that 
are not partakers of Chriſt, 
and all becauſe they bee 
not rooted in him. Thou 
that commeſt to the Sacra- 
ment before thou bee 
rooted in Chriſt, art an 
unworthy receiver. Wee 

have 


— i o—_—_— 
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have no right to the Sa- 
8 crament till wee be rooted 
in Chriſt, So that as 
wee delire to bee worthy 
receivers of the Sacra- 
C ment, {o 1tcConcernes us to 
{| be rooted in Chriſt. We 
know the danger of un- 
worthy receiving. He that 
[in receiving is not made 
| | partaker of Chriſt,receives 
unworthily, Hee that 1s 
not firſt rooted in himcan- 
notbe partaker of him. A 
rootleſſe receiver isa fruit- 
leſſe receiver, a fruitlefſe 
receiver is an unworthy 
receiver. Hee that hatha 
roote receives good by the 
Sacrament, hee that hath 
not a roote receives hurt 
by it. Take a tree that. 


hath | 


pe II 
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hath a roote, and ſer it in| 
thecarth, and the moy-| 
ture and fat of the earth | 
nouriſh-s and feedes it, 
Bur t:tke a ſtickeor a ſtake 
that hath no rootre, and 
driveirt into the earth, and 
the fat and moyſture of 
the earth rotres it. To 
come to the Sacrament 
having a Roote will make 
our ſoules thrive, but to 
come to the Sacrament 
without a Roote will rotr, 
and bane our ſoules. As 
therefore we deſire at any 


time, but ſpecially at rhe ( 
Sacrament to be partakers 

of Chriſt, ſo firſt get wee | + 
our ſelyes rooted into| [|< 
him. 


Fiftly, and laſtly, That 


ſame 


_—_— 
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fame 15a terrible Impreca 

tion of Davids againſt 
, | Docg. Pſad. 52.5. God ſball 
. |] roote 1hee out of ihe land of 


- [che living. Ic is heavieſt 
1 [{jin a (pirituall ſenſe, as 
; [Heaven is the land of the 
- | living. And yet as heavie 
as It 1S, 1t Will be the por-- 
tion of all ſuch as arc nor 
rooted in Chriſt. God will 
roote all ſuch out of the 
land of the living, As we 
would bee rooted in the 
land of the hving, fo get 
we our ſelves rooted in 
Chriſt. 

Labour we therefore to 
get our ſelves rooted, and 
deepely rooted in Chriſt. 
Men of the world do ſeeke 


to take roote in their _ 
2n 
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and to ſpread their rootes 
in the carth. Fob5. 3. F 
have Tazze (cene the fooltſh 
taking roote. ler.12.2.T hou 
haſt planted them, they have 
taken roote. What a doe ro 
roote themſelves in a 
itoyle, out of which they 
ſhall bee pluckt up by 
the roots. 10b 5. 3+F have 
ſcene the fooliſh taking roote, 
but ſuddenly F have curſed 
his habitations. It faires 
with them as with the cure 
ſed figtree, Marke. 11. 20. 

As they paſſed by they 

ſaw the figge tree dryed up 

from the roots. But alas 

10Ww few rake carc for! 
Rooting in Chriſt Ieſus, 
and for a bleſſed Radica- 

c10N in him. 

CHar. 
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What is to be done that wee 


may get our ſelves rooted 
in Chriſt ? 


| Mods arm principally get 
taith in Chriſt. There 
be other things that helpe 
2 Chriſtian to roote dee- 
perinto Chriſt when hee 
15 once rooted ; bur faith 
15 the firſt thing that muſt 
roote a man into Chriſt. 
So herein the text. Rooted 


and built up in him, But 
how? #abliſhed inthe fatth, 
not onely in thedoctrine 
of faith, but in the grace 
of faith. Now faith doth 
threethings ro amans roo- 


ting 


| wood. So a man cannot 
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ting in Chriſt. 

1. Faith pluckes him 
up by the Rootes out of 
the ſoyle of nature. A 
man that will have a tree 
roote in his Garden, inhis 
Hortyard muſt firſt have it 
pluckt up by che roots our 
of the hedge or wood,and 
common where ir natural- 
ly growes. It cannot roote 
inthe Garden, fo long as 
ir ſtands rooted in the 
roote in Chriſt, ſo long 
as hee is rooted in the 
ſoyle of Nature, of meere 
morality, and Civility. He 
muſt firſt be fercht up by 


the very rootes our of thar | 
curſed foyle. Now faith } 
is that which doth it : faich | 

is] 


” WS 


=; CurIsr. 
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isthat which drawes us up 
by the Rootes out of the 
hedge, and common of 
Narure. In a miraculous 
calc it is poſſible to plucke 
up a treeby the Rootes. 
Luke 17.6. Tee might ſay 
ants this Sycamore tree, Be. 
thou plucked up by the Roots, 
and it ſhould obey you. Burt 
when may a man fo ſay? 
If you have faith as a graine 
of muſtard-ſeede. Miracu- 
lous faith then could pluck 
\up trees by the Rootcs. 
So itis alſo with Iuſtifying 
faich. Before wee can bee 
rooted in Chriſt, we muſt 
be un-rooted,and up-roo- 
'redin regard of our natu.- 
turall condition, as before 


the Sycamore can be plan- 
C ted} 


_——— 
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| tedintheſea, it muſt firſt 
be pluckr up by the roots. 


| Now  luſtifying faith is 


char which pluckes up 
theſe wild Sycamores,and 
wild olives by rhe Roots. 
A manis pluckt up by the 
rootes when hee denyes 
himſelfe , when hee goes 
out of himſelfe, when hee 
comes off from all bor- 
tome, he hath in himſ(clfe, 


deny himſelfe, goe our of | 
himſelfe, 'and rhus un- 
roote himſelfe. Sec how. 


faith | 
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and in nature. Now faith. 
is that which makes a man | 


Paal pluckes up his Phari- | | 
ſaiſme, and all his civill | | 
legall righteouſncſle by | 
the very Roores, and that 
by the ſclte-denyall of 
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tayth. Philip. 3. 4, 8. If 
any man elle may grow 
upon his owne roote, then 
much more imay [,for thus 
and thus am [I roored, of 


| 


che roote of Iſrael, anatu- 
rall Hebrew, a circumci- | 
ſed Hebrew, a Phariſee, a 
ſtrickr and zealous profel- 
ſour of Iewith rchgion,and 
tor legall righteouſneſle, 
a man before men un- 
blameable, and yer I de- 
ny<d my ſelfe, piuckt up 
my ſelfe from all theſe 
roots,counted all lofle, and 
dung to be found Rooted 
in Chriſt. Faith isa ſelfe- 
denying grace, and drags 
a man up by the rootes 
our of his naturall condi- 


tion. 


K 2 2. Faith 


Cece 


Right Receiving 


2, Faith implants a man 
zato the ſoyle of grace, it 
implants a maniato Chriſt, 
When a tree is pluckrt up 
by the roots yet if it be not 

ſer into the earth in the. 
Garden, or Orchyard, it 

rootes not there. The 

way to have it to roote in 

the Garden is, after it is 
pluckt up by the rootes to | 
{etit inthe ground, and ſer | 
itinthecarth. There muſt 
be a planting of a tree be- 
fore rhere can beea roo- 
ting. Fer. 12. 2. Thou haſt 
planted them, they hane ta- 
ken roote, theretore betore 
raking rootc there mult be 
a planting. Pſal. 80. 8. 9. 
Thou haſt plamed the vine, 
Thou haſt cauſed it to take 


deepe 


: 
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deepe roote, So it is here, 


betore there can bee roo- 


ting in Chriſt, there muſt 
bea planting in him. Now 
faith is that which plants 
us 1n Chriſt. That ſets us, 
puts us into Chriſt, the 
ſoyle in which wee muſt 
| roote, The Apoſtlc hath 
' a Phraſe, Rom. 6. 5. of be- 
ing planted into Chriſts 
death. There is a planting 
into his death, and there is 
a planting into his perſon. 
When a tree is ſet into the 
earth, then it is planted, 
when a man is ſet into 
Chriſt, and is in him, then 
is a man planted in him. 
Now by faith it is that we 
are In Chriſt. Pphil. 3. That 
F may be found in him ha. 

K 3 ung 
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| way, and fo the tree radi- 
| cates to the purpoſe. So 
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ung the Righteouſnes of faith 
And thus faith implanuing | 


us into Chriſt putting,and | 5 
ſetting vs mto the ſoyle| } 


doth roote us into Chriſt. 
2. Faith ſuckes, attracts, 
and drawes nour:ſhmenr 


from Chriſt. Ita trce bee | ; 


ſet inrothe ground, yer if 
it draw not moy ſture, heart 
and nouriſhment out of the 


pon, I ro0tres not, bur | 


y degrees will dye. But 
whenit is once ſer into the 
ground, and faſtned there, 
and doth draw ſap, and 
moy fture our of theearth, 
then the roote runnes and 
ſpreads this way, and that 


thena chriſtian being plan- | 
red in Chriſt doth roote 
in 


fl 
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.1n him, when there is a 
quickning, nouriſhing ſap 
; drawne outof him into a 
'mans ſoule that mak«s 
it ſpring,and ſpread it ſelf 
into Chriſt. Now faith 1s 
[that which drawes, [uckes, 
and extracts vertue, and 
| powerout of Cbriſt,which 
J | makesusſpread, and roote 
, in him. Thus by theſe 
1 | things faith rootes us in- 
[fo Chriſt. So that if wee 
[ ould roote in Chriſt, wc 
wut g<t faith in Chriſt, 
| and the more faith we ger, 
the, greater, and deeper 
[roote ſhall wee have in 
' Chriſt. | 
Secondly , get Repen: | 
tance, and 'mortification. 
When once a man hath 


ones into Chriſt, and is 
| K4 begun 
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begun by faith to bee roo- 
ted in him, thefe will ex- 
ceedingly helpe to make a 
| man roote more deepely, 
and to ſpread abroade his 
roote in Chriſt. The more 
finnes and luſts we nouriſh 
in our hearts, the leſſe we 
root in Chriſt. Chriſt is in- 
deed a fat,& a fertile ſoyle, 
but though a tree, or 
herbes bee planted in far, 
and good ground, yet a 
man may ſo order the mar- 
ter that herbes, and trees 


ſhall roatbur poorely in it, 
for let a man mingle with 
it barren and baggage cold 
earth, or throw in gra- 
vell, ſtones, or flints into 
theearth, and about the 
rootes, and theſe will hin- 


der 
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der the rooting ofatree. 
So though Chriſt be a far 


finnes, and our luſts to 
lodge in our hearts, theſe 
will hinder our rooting in 
Chriſt. Bur theſe remo- 


condvce exceedingly ro 
our rooting. Now Repen- 


theſe take away , and re- 
move finnes,- and luſts. 
When God planted a 
vineyard. 1ſay 5. it was his 
purpoſe that it ſhould 
roote, and it did roote. 
Pſal. 80. 9. Thou caufedit 
it to take deepe roote, | 
| bur marke what . couſe 

God did take. Iſay 5. 2. He 
fenced it, be gathered out the 
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ſoyle, yer if we ſuffer our 


ved and taken away,it will | 


rance and mortification ,. 
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foxes. He cleared, and rid 
che ſoyle of all ſuch hure- 


fullrhings as might hinder | | 


rhe rooting thereof. And 
ſo gathering out the ſtones 


it did take deepe roote. 
| Now repentance doth 
| chis, It takes away the 
| onesout of the heart, ic 


makes away the heart of 
ſtone, and ſo makes way 
for rooting. If a man bee 
in Chnt, and yer have an 
hearr of ſtone, there bee 
ſtones 1n the ſoyle, but re- 
penrance taking away the 


rooting, and ſpreading. 
Againe , ſet herbes in a 
rich, and fat ſoyle, yer if 
that ſoylc. bee ſuffered to 
oucr ruae with weedes, 


heibes 
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herbes will never roote 
kindely,, and to purpoſe, 
thevetorethey thar would 
have kerbes - and ' planes 
roote doe plucke upall of- 
tencive . weedes by the 
rootes. Andwhenthiftles, 
nettles, and ſuch like bag- 
gage traſh are pluckr up 
then good fierbes and 


plants roote the better, 
anddeeper. Al lufts, and 


 ftnanes are ſo.niany weedes 


it our hearts,and the more 


hearts, the lefle ſhall wee 
roote in Chriſt. .- But 


up by the rootes, and this 
noxtous ſtuffe be carefully | 


| anddiligently weededour, ; 


thea we ſhall rogtea pace 


theſe weedes roote in our ' 


the'ie weedes bee pluckt: 


In ' 


q 
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in Chriſt, Now Repen- 
tance, and mortification 
they weedeup,and plucke 
up by the roots thoſe (ins, 
and luſfts which hinderour 
rooting in Chriſt. Sothat 
looke. what counſell the 


caſe is good in: this. Heb. 
12. 15. Looking diligently 
leaft any roote of bitterneſſe 
ſpringing up trouble you. He 
ſpeakes of Herefies, A po- 
ſtaftes, and Scandalls thar 
might fall out in the 
Church, every ſuch one 
isaroote of bicterneſſe in 
the Church. And ſo cve- 
ry finne, and luſt foſtered 
in a mans heart is aroote 
of bitterneſle in the ſoble, 
and ſuch a roote of bicter- 
neſle 


—_————, 


Apoſtle gives them in that | 
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neſſe as will trouble a 
mans ſoulc from rooting 
in Chriſt. Therefore eve- 


ry one that would roote in 


Chriſt muſt. diligently 
watch that no ſuch rootc 
of bitterneſſe ſpring up, 
and grow up in his hearr, 
and it any ſuch roote doe 
ſpring and grow up pre- 
ſently to roote it up, and 
roote it out. There muſt 
'bee a Rooting, out, if wee 
would havea rooting in, A 
rooting owt of luſts, if wee 
would have a xooting 7» 
Chriſt. We know how 106 


ſpeakes- in that caſe of the | 


luſt ofuncleanenes. 706 31. 
9. 12. If mine heart have 
beentdereived. by awomen, 
it would Rootout all mine in- 
creaſe. 


205 


——__— 


RAight Receiving 
creaſe. Thar one luſt would 
be enough to rooce out all 
his ſubſtance, and:all his 
incre»ſe, So/ it is in this? 
ceſe with any luſt, whether | 
of uncleaneneſfſe, coveru- 
onines, &c. If theſe roote 
#an the heart, and prevaile, 
{{they will roote our all 
grace, and goodneſle, and 
'rOOte 4 < quite up for 
raking any roote in 'Chrilt. 
As therefore we dchire to 
be Rooted in Chriſt, ſoit 
CONCErnes Us to Roote out 
all luſts by Repentance, & 
mortification. It1s nothere 
as in the parable, Mat, 13+ 
28.19, Wilt tho then that 
we goe and gather thomup'? 
But he ſzid, Nuy, Yeaſt whi- 
teft ye gather wp the tarrs'yee 


roote | 
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roote wp alſo the wheate with 
them, Burt here the not 
rooting up the tares will 
prove the hindrance of rhe | 
rooting of the wheate. 
Thar ſoule that ſuffers 
luſts to roore 1n it, cannot 
roote in Chriſt, Our lufts 
cannot thrivemus,and we | 
thrive in Chriſt, 

Thirdly, The confci- | 
omable, and ſerious uſe of 
Gods ordinances, the | 
word, and Sacrament. The 
word is called, Fam, 1.21. 


feel word, that is, rhe word 

which by the miniſtry is | 

engrafred in our hearrs. 

Now as it is an ergreftea, | 

fo it is an engrafting word, | 

which being rightly _ 
| ve 


3. 


—— 
_ 
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ved doth engraft, implant, 
and roote us into Chriſt, 
The - feede that fell up- 
on the ſtony ground had 
no Roote, Matrh. 13. but 
contrarily when the ſecede 
falles upongood ground it 
Rootes. And when the 

[word Roots in our hearts, 
it rootes us into Chriſt, for 

| Chriſt is received in his 
word. And when the 

word rootes, Chriſt roots, 
and when Chriſt Rootes in 
us, we Roote in him, for it 
ISanaturall, and Recipro- 
call Radication. . Two 
things are required to 
make a tree or herbe root, 
Planting, and watring.The 
miniſtry of the word is 
both. 1'Cor. 3. Pale. may 
| plant 


# 
be 
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plant,& Apollss may water. 
The miniſtry of the ward 
(therefore is a planting,8 a 
| watering, They therefore 


[that would roote muſt ſe- 


'riouſly uſe that meanes 
| Which muſt plant, and wa- 
\terthem. And lo for the 


wee being once rooted by 
the word, it is ancxcellent 
meanes to make us rake 
deeper rooting: The bar- 
ren figtree in the parable. 
Luke 13.brought not forth 
fruit, There was ſome 
fault, not inthe branches, 
but in the Roote, & there- 
fore thedreſler would dig, 
and dung it about the 
roote, hewould loſen and 
remove the hard carth 


Sacrament of the Supper, | 


from 
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from the rootes, and lay |: 
ſome mellow moulds a- |: 
bour the roote. And wee |- 


ſce when ſuch husbandry 
is uſed about trees that 
they roote the betrer a- 
great deale. The rightuſe 
of the Sacrament is a dig- 
ging, and dunging of the 
tree roote, is 2 freſh moul- 


ding of our roores,and rhe 


Sacrament rightly uſed , 
and received as it ought, 
will make our roote wrap 
abour Chriſt, and ſprout, 
and ſpread into him. As 
therefore wee delire ro 
roote in Chrift, ſo artend 
upon the word and Sacra- 
ment 'with that due pre- 
paration, and religious be. 
haviour as God requires. 
we 
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GA | 
* | How #0 know whether we be 

= Rooted in Chriſt, 

y . 87 106, 

E: ' 

'; JF every true Chriſtian: 

| Lmuſt be rooted jn Chrifh, 

* [then as wee would knoW | 


SOME, ty wop 
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| We ſhall findethisa ſweet 
/|fruire of theſe ordinances 
ducly uſed, that they will 


Go 


| our ſelves whether we be 


% of Cu RE 


furrber our rooting in 
Chriſt. 


wherher we becrrue chri- 
ſtians, ſo let us examine 


rooted in Cluiſt or nat. 
That may bee knowne by 


thoſe things mentioned 
before 


th. 


ew. a 
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before in the reaſons ot 


grow, fuch as our growth 
1s, ſuch is our roote : It we 
grow notin Chriſt, it 1s a 
ligne wee are not rooted 
in him. They that are 
rooted beare fruit, Trces 
may roote, and yet not al- 
waies beare fruit. Though 
there can beeno fruit un- 
lefſe there bea Roote, yet 
innaturall trees there may 
be a roote where there is 
no fruit. Bur not ſo here. 
There 1s none rootes in 
Chriſt,but he brings forth 
fruite in Chrift, The A- 
poſtle ſpeakes of bringing 
forth frutt to God, Rom.7.4. 
but he firſt ſpeakes of be. 
ing married ants Chriſt, 

which 
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| 


the point. They thar are | 
rooted in Cux 1 5 r doe} 
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| kenneſle,profaneneſſe, co- | 


{unto the divell ? Doe they 
}|that arc rooted in Chriſt | 
4| bring forth fruites unto 


—_— 


of Currsr. 


which is cquivolent nnto 
Rooting. So that whoſo- 
ever 15 rooted in Chriſt 
brings forth fruire unto 


By their fruits ſhall ye know 


{| God. By irmay beſeene| 
;| whos not, and how many | 
*[are not rooted in Chriſt. 


them, They bring forth 


# [no fruit unto God, there. 
|| fore not rooted in Chriſt. 
| What bee the fruits they 
;|bring forth ? The fruits of | 


ſwearing, whoring, drun- | 
vetuouſnes, &c. Are theſe | 
fruits unto God, or fruites 


Satan ? Therefore in al- 
much as the fruits that 


moſt men bring forth are 
fruits 
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fruits uaro the fleſh, fruites 
unto S:ran,it 15 a ligne that 
they are rather rooted in 
che fleſh, in Satan, then in 
Chriſt. And when mea are 


ſocafily ſhaken and moo. | 


ved trom the truch, it 15 a 
ſigne rhat they are ſtony 
ground, thar they have no 
roote in themſclves. And 
how lictle men are parta- 
kers of the fatnes of Chr:ff, 
appeares by the leanenes, 
and lewdnes of their lives. 


But beſides theſe, it may | 


bee diſcerned by thelſc 
things. 

Firſt, by that. Roms. 11. 
16. 1f the Roote be holy, ſo 
are the branches; namely, 
the branctics that are joy- 
ned to that roote. Bran- 

: ches 
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ches then that are rooted 
into an holy roote are ſuch 
as the rooce is. All thac 
are rooted in Chriſt, are 
{ſuch aS heis. There is the 
ſame ſap in the roote,-and 
branches of a rrec. If a 
ſweere ſap in the roote, a 
ſweer ſap alſo-in the bran- 
ches. They thac are roo- 
red in Chriſt have the 
ſave Spirit that is in 
Chriſt. Phillip, 2. 5. Let 
the ſame minde bee i» you 
1|whichwa alſo in Chriſt Fe- 
{| ſos. Chriſt 15 an holy roor, 
*| all that are rooted in hun 
z| are holy perſons. Jude 1. 
\ | Saxttified in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Hee 15 not onely an holy, 
but an hallowing Chriſt. 


Whatſocver touched the 
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of rhe finne offering was 


ſoever rouched the Altar 
was holy. Exod. 3o. 29. 
Borh were tipes of Chriſt. 


Chriſt make holy, then 
much more when a man 
not touches him, bur is 
Rooted, cngrafred, incor- 
poratcd into him. By this 
may men try their Roo- 
ting in Chriſt; If mens 
holineſle muſt bee the evi- 
| dence, how many will bee 
| cleane caſt. Let mens lives 
 ſpeake what holineſſe they 
| have, I doe not thinke 
' thatif men had holineſle, 
, they would mocke, and 
 ſcoffeat it. 
Seconaly, by a Radicati- 
on 


th. 


holy. Levit. 6. 27. Whar- | 


Now if but therouch of | 


of Cunisr. 


[1 


on 1n the grace of love 
and chuiry, Hee that is 
rooted in Chritt, is rooted 
inlove. Ephel. 3.17. That 
Chyi/t may awell. in your 
hearts, W inen Chrift divclls 
V1us, we dwell in him.and 
when wedwell iahium, we 
:3re rovred in fin, And 
when this roo:ca in him, 
fee har folowes ; That 
1e being rooted aud aronuded 
;alove;, TFhenaman may 
be {rid robe Rooted in lyve, 
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| 


when our of cac {cnſe,and 
apprehenſion of Godslove 
|rohim in Chriſt, his love 
is 2931nc kindled towards 
| God , and iis nezghbour, 


{land fo increaſcs in him, 
' that it takes daily deeper, 


| 
| L and | 
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and deeper roote in him. 
So then a manthat roores 
in Chriſt, roots in the love. 
of God, of Chriſt,of his 
members. The more we 
are rootcd in Chriſt, the 
more we are rooted in the 
love of God, and his| | 
Saints, and the more that 
love rootcs in our hearts, 
And therefore it is that | 
faith and love do lead hand 
in hand {till in Scripture, | 
and that nor oncly love to. 

God, bur to his Saints, | 

Let mens conſcicnces bur | 

ſearch themlelves,and it 1s | 

tobe feared that they will. 


| 
| 
Rootcs of love to God, | 
and his Saints, as will give | 
| 
' 


hem : 
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{ and receives nouriſhment 


of CHRLST. 
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them jultt cauſe to queſti- 
on thcir being rooted in 
Chriſt. | 

Thirdly , By Spirituall 
life, and Nutrition. Hee 
that is rooted in Chriſt, 
drawcs lite from Chriſt, 
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from him. A nee that is 
rooted in theearth, it lives 
by the ſav it drawes out 
of the earth in which it 
rootes. So the Chriſtian 
chat rootes 1n Cirilt, hee 
lives in Chri't, ini drawcs 
ſap out of Chriſt that 
fecdes, and imainraines ſpi. 
rituall l;:fe in hin, Gal, 2. 
20, ASatrce lives,yet not 
ſo much the tree, as the 
roote; and the life which 
Ls the 
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the rrce eyes, it lives by 
' the rootc in the carth, 
| Our life ;s hid with Chriſt 
(77 God. he Me 1© 
:3n 1S in, and 
- $Ocrct 1t' 8 
of Q rree Is 
roote which 
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hid in the 


ts. nrndJder the Earth, 
Dh Chrift then qQuiC- 
ken thee with Spirituall 


life 2 doth hee nouriſh, 
and feede thee with Spj- 
ritvall fap, 

thon doeſt by 
fla, nce of (; Þ, _ lif: 
from him © Then con» 
ade comtort Wy , that 
HOU art root Cd la C priſe. 
r many are 19 live- 
of 20 cad, and 'fap- 
leile 
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